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Pastor’s Meditation November 2024

Pastor’s Meditation December 2024
A Happy December to all. Christmas is in the
air, and we’'re getting geared up for lots of

Yuletide activities. | %,

For the final meditation for 2024, | want to write about one of my favorite
Christmas stories, A Christmas Carol.

A Christmas Carol, is a novella (long short story) by Charles Dickens, first
published in 1843. It’s the story of Ebenezer Scrooge, an elderly miser who is
visited by the ghost of his former business partner Jacob Marley and the spirits
of Christmas Past, Present and Yet to Come. In the process of these visits,
Scrooge is transformed into a kinder, gentler man. A Christmas Carol is a story
of redemption.

Charles Dickens wrote A Christmas Carol when the British were re-evaluating
Christmas traditions and newer customs such as cards and Christmas trees
were becoming popular. He was influenced by the experiences of his own youth
and by the Christmas stories of other authors. Dickens had written three
Christmas stories prior to the novella, and was inspired following a visit to the
Field Lane Ragged School, one of several places of help for London's street
children.

The treatment of the poor and the ability of a selfish man to redeem himself by
transforming into a more sympathetic character are the key themes of A
Christmas Carol. There is discussion among academics to this day as to
whether this is a fully secular story, or if it is a Christian allegory.

A Christmas Carol has never been out of print and has been translated into
several languages. The story has been adapted for film, stage, opera and other
media countless times, from Oscar winning actors playing Scrooge, to The
Muppets.

A Christmas Carol captured the mood of the early Victorian revival of the
Christmas holiday. Dickens acknowledged the influence of the modern Western
observance of Christmas and later inspired several aspects of Christmas,
including family gatherings, seasonal food and drink, dancing, games and a
festive, generosity of spirit, which we think of as “The Spirit of Continued

Christmas.” -
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| never get tired of hearing the story of Ebenezer
Scrooge, and the spirit of Christmas capturing his heart.
| agree with the scholars that see A Christmas Carol as
a Christian allegory. The focus of this month’s medita-
tion, though, is going to be on something different, a
detail in the story | just recently picked up. A detail
about a fireplace.

In one part of the book, Dickens makes reference to
decorative blue and white ceramic tiles commonly
found in Dutch households. These tiles would often de-
pict familiar scenes of the Netherlands: beautiful land-
scapes, windmills, and people working and playing. The
tiles were used to illustrate stories from the Bible. Dick-
ens describes an old fireplace built by a Dutchman
paved with these Dutch ceramic tiles. He writes this,
and | quote, “There were Cains and Abels, Pharaohs’
daughters, Queens of Sheba, [and] Apostles putting off
to sea.”

In England in the 1800s, many households used these
tiles as a teaching tool when the family gathered around
the warmth of a fire and shared the stories of the Bible.
They learned about God, His power, His justice, His

compassion, and mercy.

The truths of the Bible continue to be relevant today.
Psalm 78 encourages us to teach the “hidden lessons
from our past—stories we’'ve heard and known, stories
our ancestors handed down to us” (78:2-3). The psalm-
ist goes on to instruct us to “tell the next generation the
praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his power, and the won-
ders he has done” and “they in turn can tell their chil-

dren” (78:4,06)

With God’s help, we can find creative and effective ways
to illustrate the truths of Scripture to each generation
as we strive to give God the full honor and praise, He

deserves.

“We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds
of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he has done.”

Psalm 78:4

Operation Christmas Child

Praise God! We collected 103 shoeboxes!
Please pray that each child who receives
their box will be open to the Gospel and

want to have a relationship with Jesus.

Yacht Club

December Men's Breakfast will be On Saturday,
December, 14, at 8:30am at Tim James' House.

Also, we're going to pick a date and start laying out the
plans for Chili Cook-Off.

Safety Team
& The Q1 2025 Schedule will be sent out and
<fr'c'°'6"\ posted the second week of December.
j“ \Qj 1\ There has been a request for Long Sleeve
\Samy'lhy" Safety Shirts. They would be exactly like what
< we currently have except with Long sleeves.
They are $25/piece. 3XL and 4XL slightly higher. If
you're interested let Tim know and what size you
would like.

A note from Church Council President

For any folks newly elected to a Church Council position
or for those that have served on Church Council before
but maybe it's been a long time | would highly recom-
mend joining us at the December 9, Council meeting at
6:30pm. This is a great opportunity to see how the
meeting runs, talk to the person that is currently in the
position you are going to fill and ask questions.

We will want to also make sure we have current con-
tact information/email addresses so that you receive
the December minutes in preparation for the January
2025 meeting.

If you have questions, please contact Tim.

Elders Report and Review Year - 2024.
The Elders are sincerely grateful and humbled by the
opportunity to serve God and our church family. We ask
that you pray for us to know and do God's will.

We are thankful that we have great harmony among our
church families. Also, we have many who serve our
church and have ministered in various acts of kindness
for families in need.

We appreciate our pastor and his abilities as he contin-
ues as our “Shepherd” for 28 years.

We need to ask God daily for “His Glory Strength”. Our
church family, as a whole, has had a lot of health issues
this year. So, we ask continued prayer for these fami-
lies. We need to remember that we can do all things
through Christ who strengthens us. Philippians 4: 13.
We have had many answered prayers concerning
church attendance and it is gradually increasing since
COVID. With many health issues resolved, great efforts
were made. We have seen new Sunday school classes
form and attendance increasing. We are excited to see
several young families coming to be a part of our church

family.
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We continue with congregational prayer every Monday
evening at 6:30, except on holidays and board meet-
ing nights. We have the good fortune of having
Michele Stevenson to guide us. Through the book enti-
tled “The Battle Plan for Prayer.” We had a “movie
night” on October 3rd after church and watched the
movie entitled “War room”. We have started to study
the book again. We would love to have new people join
us for the book review and prayer over the many pray-
er needs.

The church has been very active this past year. The
Easter egg hunt was a big success in spring. Many
people have enjoyed the Community Lentin services.
Kids for Christ continues to be a good outreach. Vaca-
tion Bible School was very well attended. For both Kids
for Christ and Vacation Bible School, we need prayers
for obtaining a bus or van to transport the children as
our current bus is no longer in service.

Men's group (Yacht Club). And the Women's Breakfast
Club has been very active and productive. The Wom-
an's Appreciation dinner was amazing, with great food
and a talented harpist for entertainment. The Men's
Appreciation was a tailgate lunch, with great food and
fellowship, and where the men watched the Ohio State
vs Northwestern football game.

The Garage Sale, Lunch Stands. and Fall Bazaar did
exceptionally well. We are so grateful for everyone who
participated.

Trunk or Treat was well attended with good trunk par-
ticipation, while families enjoyed donuts and cider.
After 20 years of overtime, it was decided to pause
that event for a while. A tailgate event was held at the
Lakota high school homecoming instead. It was well
received, and we plan to have one or two events next
year.

The Camp Otyokwah Church camp is a major outreach
to our youth. Twenty-one children attended of all ag-
es, they returned enthusiastic and appreciative.

There are more activities and ministries that our
church supports throughout the year that were not
included in this report.

We are grateful for all of you for volunteering your
time and energy to do various tasks in and around our
church and to keep our various ministries viable. It
takes all of us uniting and working together to keep
our church running smoothly. As we are told in Colos-
sians 3:23, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your
heart, as working for the Lord, not for men.”

With Christ’s love,
Your Elders: Randy Edinger, Jim Dieter and Life Elders

Shirley Smith and Judy Dieter

Women'’s Breakfast Club!

Ladies, come and join in the breakfast fun and fellow-
ship, Saturday, December 7, at the church beginning
9am! Just a couple of business items to discuss, other-
wise enjoying good food and great company!

Hope to see you there!

Birthday party for Jesus
Sunday, December 22, during the Sun-
day School time. Come and enjoy cake

WAPPY BIRTHDAY
JESuS

w =9 o ;

& v”“"\r_\//'\ & ice cream as we celebrate Jesus

{ \U \-;w Birth! This year we will have a “time of
/ﬁ/ = A\ making a joyful noise unto the Lord” by
A S ™

playing the bells! It is so beautiful and
a lot of fun!

I

Christmas Eve Candle Light
services: 7pm and 10pm.

God’s Storehouse

at St. James Lutheran Church, Bradner, OH

Is collecting food for the Christmas baskets. They ex-
pect to make 70 baskets. Food donations are needed
by December 2, the recipients will pickup the food on
December 16. Their needs are ketchup, mustard, tu-
na, elbow macaroni, canned pasta, noodles, instant
potatoes, canned chicken, soup, hamburger helper,
saltines, cake mix and frosting, cereal, peas, fruit, bar
soap, toothpaste, body wash, liquid hand soap, dish
soap, and Kleenex. Donations may be dropped off at
St. James Lutheran Church, on the corner of Caldwell
and Timmons Street in Bradner. Volunteers are al-
ways needed and appreciated. If you are interested in
joining our organization, you may call 419-288-2114.
Please continue to pray for this ministry.

Toys for Tots

NEW, UNWRAPPED TOYS ONLY, will be
collected in boxes in our Lobby, through
December 8th. This

Supports local families and

children.

Risingsun Christmas Tree Lighting

Ceremony, Friday, December 6, at 6pm at
the gazebo (where the school used to be).
Lakota's band and choir will be performing,

plus hot chocolate and snacks.
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LifeWise—Final Community meeting!
December 5th at 6:30pm at Risingsun First Church of
God. We will have board members on hand to answer
questions after a short informational presentation. You
will also be able to sign up your child for LifeWise
which begins January 6th, 2025!

Gibsonburg Churches

Present A Drive-Thru Nativity
Come view this free presentation of the Bibli-
cal Christmas story as it “comes to life” in 9
scenes portrayed by individuals from the
community. Drive past slowly in the safety
and comfort of your own vehicle to view each
scene as you listen to a recording from the Gospels
reminding us of the Good News that Jesus was born
for everyone. December 7, and 8, 5:30-7pm in the
parking lot of Zion Lutheran Church, 500 South
Brentwood, Gibsonburg

Lakota Raider Basketball Shoe Drive

The Lakota Raider Basketball program is hosting a
shoe drive! Bring your gently used pairs
of boots, sneakers or sandals to the
drop bins in the Elementary/Middle and
High School offices or use the bin in the
New Lobby of the church. NO single
shoes permitted. January 1, is the
deadline to donate.

<2 [y T =
SHOES MUST BE IN A PAIR TO
DONATE! NO SINGLE SHOES!!

DONATIONS TAKEN NOVEMBER 1ST -
JANUARY 1ST

Letter from Jessi
Although Jessi is home now, | wanted to include her
latest letter, which she wrote on her mission trip.

I’'m not sure how we made it to this point but we have
less than a week left in this precious place. I'm so
grateful for all I've learned and experienced this time

around in Shiroles.

Lately our days have been spent savoring every last bit
we can. From long hours moving dirt, tree removal, car-
rying plantains, planting plantains or constructing a
fence in the mornings. Taking many Coca Cola breaks
of course. To the afternoons where we spend resting
then playing volleyball, fatbol, and we even taught our
friends here kickball! To the evenings where some
times we have church and if we don’t we spend it
hanging out playing dominos, cooking, and watching
movies with our host family.

What I've deeply grow to love is all the little things and

all the little details God puts together. The way every-
body around here lights up as soon as someone brings
out a 2 liter of Coca Cola to share. Sitting together
around a table sharing a meal together. Hearing my
youngest host brother ask “¢quiere jugar cartas?” liter-
ally everyday. Thinking it will take our team an hour
and a half to make pizza for 25 people and instead it
took us 4 hours. The ice cream car that comes by eve-
ry Tuesday. My host brothers giving us bamboo to help
carry bundles of plantains on our sunburnt shoulders
and backs. Morning talks with my host mom every
morning as she makes us breakfast. Our special little
swimming hole in the river. The way the rain sounds
when it hits our tin roofs. Every little inside joke made
with our family.

To be really honest, | can’t put together the right words
for you guys right now. The truth is, this trip has been
the most demanding for me in many ways. Sometimes
| found myself grumbling for a few moments at the cir-
cumstances. We had a total of 3 team members that
went to the clinic. One team member had to take over
20 trips to the clinic to receive injections for a really
dangerous infection caused by a bug bite. One had a
large cyst form on her armpit. And this last one cur-
rently has dengue fever which is a pretty dangerous
virus from the mosquitoes here. All three team mem-
bers are resilient. They are all still here in Costa Rica
and not afraid of what has been thrown at them. All
that among other much smaller incidents and the lan-
guage barrier makes for a pretty hectic trip for me. |
think that’s why my biggest take away are all the little

pockets of pure joy.

One day my host mom Sara told me something | will
probably never forget. She says that | wake up every-
day with a smile that God gave me. | guess until she
pointed it out, | never noticed. And | also never really

gave much credit to God for my smiles.

There’s brokenness everywhere, yet how do we press
on with a smile of gratitude? The same way | have
been pressing on through these trials that have been
thrown at me and the team, by letting joy come from
within. By not being pushed around by our circum-
stances but by pushing back with the wisdom of Jesus
and the fruit of the Holy Spirit that grows within our
hearts. Living out psalm 30:5 that says weeping may
last for the night but rejoicing comes in the morning.
By receiving the smiles God gives us instead of con-
stantly reaching for the things of this world.

Muchas gracias!

Jessica Davies
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