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November  2025 Newsletter 

If you have an item to  

put in the newsletter, 

please submit it to Susie 

Hoffman  by the 3rd.  

Sunday of the month.  

Susie’s email address is 

fcogrisingsun@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Meditation November 2025 
 

Happy November to everyone. Fall is in the air, Thanksgiving is close, and the 

World Series should be over. This month, I wanted to write a little something about 

baseball, particularly Ernie Harwell, because I’ve heard broadcasters using some 

of his catchphrases during this year’s World Series.  
 

Ernie Harwell is one of the most beloved sportscasters in the history of major 

league baseball. For 55 years, 42 of them with the Detroit Tigers, you could hear 

Harwell on the radio, calling the game.  Harwell was known for his low-key delivery, 

southern accent (Detroit "Ti-guhs"), and conversational style. Some of his trade-

mark phrases were:  "That one is long gone!" (His trademark home run call, with an 

emphasis on "long")  "He stood there like the house by the side of the road, and 

watched it go by." (After a called strike out) "Called out for excessive window shop-

ping." (Also after a called strike out) "It's two for the price of one!" (After a double 

play)  "A fan from [insert a city] will be taking that ball home today." (When a fan 

catches a foul ball) "The Tigers need instant runs." (When the team was behind in 

the late innings) Harwell would also begin the first spring training broadcast with a 

reading from Song of Solomon 2:11-12 (KJV): "For lo, the winter is past, the rain is 

over and gone; the flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is 

come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land."  Harwell’s kindness, humili-

ty, and warmth left an indelible impression on all who met him.   
 

On September 30, 2009, author & columnist Mitch Albom sat on stage at the Fox 

Theater in Detroit to interview Ernie Harwell.  Harwell was 91 years old and had 

just announced he had incurable cancer.  As Ernie talked, he wasn’t about to let 

people feel sorry for him or be sad.  As he conversed with Mitch Albom, Harwell 

talked a lot about the night in 1961 he accepted Jesus Christ as his savior.  During 

one of the final times the Hall of Fame announcer would be able to speak publicly, 

(Harwell died in May 2010) he concluded, “I don’t know how many days I’ve got 

left, but I can know whose arms I’m going to end up in, and what a great, great 

heaven it’s going to be.”  
 

Ernie Harwell was anticipating something special.  He knew God had a glorious 

eternal home prepared for him.  It brings to mind Philippians 1:21-23, “21For to 

me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will 

mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose. 23But I am hard-

pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, 

for that is very much better.”  
 

Ernie Harwell could look death in the face and praise God.  Is that our confidence?  

Do we know that God’s arms are waiting to welcome us home?  At the end, that’s 

all that matters.  For a follower of Jesus, death means heaven, happiness, and  

Jesus.  What a wonderful thing to be thankful for this Thanksgiving season.   



 

Safety Team 
Hey Team, please remember:  If you have a conflict, 

please try to find a substitute/trade. If you cannot 

please let Tim know. 

Remember to check the KFC Schedule. It was sent 

out via the team thread and posted on our locker 

door as well. 

 

Annual mandatory Safety Training will be held 

on Sunday February 22nd right after 2nd  service  

until approx. 4pm  Pizza, pop, and water will be pro-

vided  

THANK YOU!   

 
 

Yacht Club 

Next Breakfast will be on Sat. Nov. 8th   at 8:30am at 

Tim's house 

 

Men's Retreat - 2026 
Men mark your calendars, Next year's retreat will be 

the weekend of September 25-27. 

 

FCOG Tailgate Partys at Lakota Football Games 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone that donated any-

thing and everything and to those who helped out in 

any way with the Football tailgates. 

      Because of you they were a huge success! 
 

 

Events Committee 
Church Council will be forming an events committee 

at the January Council meeting.  This committee's 

charge will be to discuss and determine the viability 

and parameters of hosting events (big and small) at 

our church.  

We would like several members of the church at 

large to serve and give input on this subject. If you 

are willing to serve on this committee and/or willing 

to serve as an event host (when necessary) please let 

Tim James know. 

 
 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
Sunday, November 9, International 

Friendships and Overflow Thanksgiving 

dinner. 126 S. Washington St., Tiffin, 

Ohio 44883.  
Please bring a dish or 2 to share. They are looking for 

traditional Thanksgiving dishes.  Any questions about 

how much to make, what to make, etc., contact Jean 

Weaver at 419-348-1683. 

Operation Christmas Child   
Your shoebox represents more 

than smiles and laughter; they 

become Gospel opportunities to 

share the love of Jesus with chil-

dren and their families around 

the world. You can help by filling 

an empty shoe box (standard size) or a small plastic 

container.  We will also have the Operation Christmas 

Child boxes in the narthex.  Determine whether your 

gift will be for a boy or a girl, and the child’s age cate-

gory:  2-4,  5-9,  or 10-14.  Fill the box with a variety 

of gifts that will bring joy to a child.  Gift suggestions:  

pens, pencils and sharpeners,  crayons or markers, 

stamps, and ink pad sets, writing pads or paper, col-

oring and picture books, small cars, balls, dolls, 

stuffed animals, yo-yo’s, socks, sunglasses etc… 

Bring your filled shoe box into church by November 

16th and fill out a shoe box envelope and tape the 

label to the box. (The shipping fee will be generously 

donated by the funds that will be received from the 

Craft show lunch stand)  If you have any questions 

please contact Dolly Harmon 

 

 

 

Hanging of the Greens:  
Sunday November 23. Carry in dinner at 

5pm.  Please bring a dish to share.  

Service will start at 6pm in the Sanctuary.   

 

 

 

Women’s Breakfast Club Dates! 
November, 22- breakfast @ church followed 

  by Care Bag Assembly! Thank you all for the 

  wonderful and much needed donations! 

December breakfast- date TBD! 

 

 

 Yacht Club/Women’s Breakfast Club  
                   Holiday Lunch Date! 

                Sunday, December 14! 

               Ole Zim’s Wagon Shed! 

                Arrive 12:15-12:30pm! 

    Sign-up sheets are on the clipboards and 

       include price list for various age levels! 

                      YUM! YUM! YUMMY!! 

 

 



 

 

KITCHEN HOUSEKEEPING!! 
Are you missing a baking dish, a casserole 

container or cake pan?? Please come into 

the kitchen and check out the collection of 

the aforementioned!  

You may find yours!  Also, your contributions of con-

tainers for leftovers are very much appreciated 

and are certainly used! Please donate containers 

with matching lids and please make sure containers 

are clean!  Thank you so much!! 

 

Festival of Giving  
On Sunday, November 23, our church will be cele-

brating the annual Festival of Giving.  This is a cele-

bration that has been going on for over 50 years at 

the First Church of God.  It is a time of praising and 

thanking God for how he has blessed us this past 

year as a church and as individuals.  We celebrate 

by giving to the church and helping those who are 

less fortunate.   
 

In reflecting on this past year, we can see that God 

has given us abundantly.  Our church family has 

been greatly blessed with growth.  As we look at our 

lives, we have been blessed with health, family, & 

stability.   

As we celebrate the Festival of Giving on November 

23, please bring food items and/or a financial gift.  

The food items will be donated to the free food pan-

try box.  The Board of Deacons will use your Festival 

of Giving monetary gifts towards the Camp Otyokwah 

camper fees, the replacement of the sound system, 

or the scholarship fund.  If you would like your gift to 

go to another area of ministry within the church, or 

to the General Fund, please specify on your offering 

envelope.  If your financial support is for God's Store-

house please make out your check to “God’s Store-

house” and mail it to St. James Lutheran Church, 

451 Caldwell St, Bradner, OH 43406 
 

As Thanksgiving approaches, we hear the words of 

the apostle Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:18 “In every-

thing give thanks, because it is God’s will in Christ 

Jesus that you do this.”  By participating in the Festi-

val of Giving, in a small way as a church body, we 

are giving thanks to our God.  The Deacons at the 

First Church of God thank you for your love and sup-

port of the church and its ministries, and May God 

richly bless you and yours this holiday season. 

Yours in Christ,  The Deacons 

Do all dogs go to Heaven? 

   Scripture:  Matthew 10:29-31 (ESV) 
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not 

one of them will fall to the ground apart from your 

Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all 

numbered. 31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more 

value than many sparrows. 

His:  Recently my family lost one of our furry family 

members, a miniature pincher by the name of Bella. 

She was the watchman of the family, having the atti-

tude of a ravenous honey badger packed into her 

6lb body. After her passing, my wife asked me if Bel-

la went to heaven. When she asked me that, I re-

called a recent conversation with my brother. He had 

asked, “Do pets go to Heaven?” He said he was in 

line and overheard two people having a passionate 

conversation about the topic, each with a differing 

opinion. Today, my wife and I will address the ques-

tion, “Do our pets go to Heaven?”  When my wife 

chose the passages from Matthew 10 for the focus 

of this devotion, I immediately thought about Gene-

sis 1, Isaiah 11, and a few others from Revelation 

and Hosea. There are passages that refer to God’s 

creation, God’s creatures, and passages that talk 

about what the world will be like upon Christs’ re-

turn. I think, from scripture, a good case can be 

made for the existence of animals upon the Restora-

tion. The issue with a question like “Will my pet be in 

Heaven?” brings with it the idea of a specific animal. 

I do not see where God has revealed that answer, so 

we cannot say our specific pet will be in Heaven, but 

we cannot say it will not.  We must be careful not to 

make a positive assertion based on an absence of 

evidence. It is better to say, “we do not know” then 

to say, “scripture doesn’t tell us, so yes!” Despite not 

being able to address a specific pet or animal, we do 

see in Genesis 1 when God made the animals of the 

earth, God declares it as good. We are told in Psalm 

24 that the earth and everything in it is the Lords, so 

we have a responsibility to care for and not neglect 

what God has provided.  In Matthew 10, we have 

reference to God overseeing all animals, and we are 

reminded in Matthew 6 that we are more valued 

than they are. We read in Isaiah the idea that there 

will be peace upon Restoration, and that scripture 

uses the mention of animals to make that case. Ani-

mals that are currently at odds with one another, 

upon Restoration, will be a peace. In Revelation, 



John mentions all creatures, not just humans, will 

praise God, “To him who sits on the throne and to 

the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might 

forever and ever!” Hosea points to the covenant we 

have in Christ by referring to animals and the abol-

ishment of instruments that bring about their death. 

I believe these references point to animals being 

present upon Restoration.  While I cannot say for 

sure if our pets go to Heaven, I do have hope that I 

will see little Bella guarding treats and chasing our 

cats during eternity.   

      By: Robert Theis 

Hers:  Recently, a pet that I had for over 13 years 

passed away. As I mourned her loss, I was again 

challenged with the thought of what happens to our 

loved furbabies when they die. This has been a 

question many have struggled with. Pop culture has 

addressed this issue many times through cinema 

with popular movies like Pet Sematary and All Dogs 

Go to Heaven. However, what does the Bible say? 

The truth is that the Bible does not say what hap-

pens to animals when they die. However, this does 

not mean that God does not love animals. In Mat-

thew 10:29-31, Jesus talks about how God knows 

when each sparrow falls to the ground. This shows 

that God is aware and watches over all of His crea-

tion.  In fact, man was told to watch over the ani-

mals of the World. In Genesis 1:26, God gives man 

dominion over animals. While it is true that God al-

lows man to use animals as food and livestock, this 

verse also states that man is supposed to be the 

caretaker of animals. This shows the care and love 

God has for all His creation and the responsibility 

man has to treat animals with respect. Even animals 

that are used for food or materials should be treated 

with respect. We should show compassion and care. 

(Except for snakes and spiders, haha … I do not 

know what God was thinking when he created 

them.) I am kidding, of course. We have the  

responsibility of keeping our family safe, but even 

animals that could kill us should be handled as  

humanely as possible.  Let’s go back to the original 

question, what about my furbaby? Well, God gives 

us animals to sustain our hunger and physical 

needs, but we are also given animals as compan-

ions. There are many excerpts in the Bible where 

God explains the love and care animals give us  

and vice versa. We see an example of animal com-

panionship in 2 Samuel 12:3. Nathan tells David the 

story about a poor man who has a small lamb that 

he loved like a daughter, but it was killed by a rich 

man. This enraged David. We find out this story was 

shared with Daniel to teach him a lesson, but it also 

showed us how animals can be loved and seen as 

more than a resource for food, clothing and sacri-

fice. While animals are not perfect companions as a 

man is to a wife, the Bible in this instance does 

show the valid love an owner can have for their pet. 

Animals were not made in God’s image. Therefore, 

they do not have the same expectations as men do. 

If an animal attacks a man, we do not take that ani-

mal to court. So, when our loving pet dies, does it 

cease to exist? We are not told what God has in 

store for our pets after death. Scripture tells us that 

those who believe in Christ get a dwelling place in 

Heaven. I like to believe that my furbabies are wait-

ing for me there. I also know that there will be a new 

Eden where man will live in harmony again with 

God’s creation. Maybe our beloved pets will roam 

around that land of Eden. Again, while we are on this 

side of Heaven, we do not know. God is just and per-

fect and He always has been. Once we are in Heav-

en, we will have a deeper understanding, and it is 

OK that we need to wait. 

Thoughts for this week:  Take time and enjoy the 

blessings God provides, including the furry friends 

we often take for granted. We are to be good stew-

ards of God’s creation, which includes the animals 

of the earth. How do you care for the animals you 

love and the ones you dislike? Are you giving them a 

level of respect and teaching your children to do the 

same? When they are put down, are you doing so in 

a humane way? How will you answer God when he 

asks how you have used your dominion over His cre-

ation, that He declared good? 

Additional Scripture Referenced:  Genesis 1:21 

(ESV), Genesis 1:25 (ESV), Isaiah 11:6–9 (ESV), 

Hosea 2:18 (ESV), Revelation 5:13 (ESV)    

        By: Tonya Theis 
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