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Pastor’s Meditation April 2025

Happy April to you all. Spring is in the air, along with March Madness, and the
celebration of resurrection of our Lord is fast approaching.

A few weeks ago, | received a phone call from an unknown number. Most of the
time, | let those calls go to voicemail. If it’s a legitimate call, they’ll leave a
message. For some reason (it must have been God) this time | answered. The
random caller politely asked if | had a minute for him to share a short Bible
passage. He quoted Revelation 21:3-5, about how God “will wipe every tear from
their eyes.” He talked about Jesus, how he was our assurance and hope. | told him
| was a pastor and have been in a relationship with Jesus for many years. Then
things got interesting, and | received a great blessing.

The caller made it very clear he wasn’t trying to “witness” to me. Instead, he
simply asked if he could pray with me. And he did, asking God to give me
encouragement and strength. Pastors don’t get prayed over in person very much,
we’re usually the ones doing the praying. It’s nice to hear the words, and it was a
great blessing that day.

It was a phone call I'm glad | answered. | thought it was going to be a sales call,
then after | picked up, some religious organization asking for money. Instead, it
was a random person calling a random person, with the sole purpose to
encourage and bless that person. It made my day a whole lot better.

That call reminded me of another “call” in the Bible. God called to a young boy
named Samuel in the middle of the night (1 Samuel 3:4-10). Three times Samuel
heard God’s voice, thinking it was the elderly priest he was living with, Eli. After the
third time, Elli gave Samuel some instructions in 3:10, “Say, “Speak, for your
servant is listening.”” Samuel realized it was God calling him.

In the same way, God may be speaking to us, calling us. God speaks to us to bless
us, encourage us, convict us and challenge us. We need to “pick up,” we need to
answer God’s call, which might mean spending more time in His presence and
listening for His voice.

On the flip side, what if we are the messenger of God’s words to someone else?
God might want us to give someone a random call to pray for them and bless

them. We might feel we have no way of helping others, but as God guides us, we
could phone a friend and ask, “Would it be okay if | just prayed with you today?”
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“G.0.G\ Safety Team

(( ( The Q2 Safety Team Schedule has been
\S sent out via the team text threads and it is
afety hung in the team locker. If you have a

$ conflict please try to work out a trade with

another team member, if you can't find a
trade, let Tim know. Upcoming events that we will
need to cover are:

The Easter Egg Hunt has been covered...THANK YOU
Graduation Party on Sat. June 21st from 1pm-4pm
Please let Tim know if you can take care of this event.
That's all the news there is for now.

THANK YOU to all the team members that keep this
important ministry going. Your efforts do not go
unnoticed!

Yacht Club

The next Men's Breakfast will be on Saturday April 5th.
8:30am at Tim's house. We'll be making all the
preparations necessary for the Ladies' Appreciation
Dinner and putting together the invitations. So please
try to be there if you can.

There will be a workday at the church scheduled for a
Saturday in June. Details to come soon.

Ladies Appreciation Dinner Save the Date
This years Ladies Appreciation Dinner will by held on
Saturday, May 10th.

Details will be on the clipboards by March 30th and
invitations will start going out on April 6th.

Men's Retreat
Men, save the dates and put in for vacation if

necessary. The Men's Retreat will be August 15-16-17.
At Camp Otoykawh near Butler, OH (The Mohican
area) This is always an awesome time of fellowship,

fun and food.
God always blesses us on this weekend and we have a

great time.

Women'’s Breakfast Club future dates!
April 12- breakfast, 9am @ church.
April 27- Community Spaghetti Lunch,
12noon (donation).
August 24- Pay-To-Eat Breakfast (donation)
in combination with safety and
Christian Ed. updates
(tentative date).
October 18- Men’s Appreciation
Tailgate 3.0! (TTBD).
November 15- Ladies’ One Day Retreat!

Date TBD- combined church service,
cook-out/church family
birthday party, planning with
The Yacht Club! Possibly in
September.

More info to follow as planning continues!

Community Spaghetti Lunch- 4/27!

The Women’s Breakfast Club will be hosting a
community spaghetti lunch, following the second
service, on Sunday, April 27! The cost for a meal is a
donation and lunch will run until around 2pm for both
dine-in and carry-out! The donation proceeds will be
used for the following needs- church camp fees,
LifeWise and/or end of year fees for high school
seniors in 3-4 school districts! Thank you, as always,
for your support and generosity! Buon Appetite!

Camp Otyokwah

It's time to get your Early Bird

registrations for Summer Church Camp. First Church
of God will again generously cover the early bird
registration fee for those affiliated with the church and
their family members. Parents must email Susie at
fcogrisingsun@gmail.com with the names of their
camp goers and the relationship to the church
(example, Grandparent attends or child attends KFC
etc) to receive the proper code. After receiving the
code register at www.otyokwah.org

Lenten Community Services

Sunday Evenings 6:30-8pm
March 30, Amsden UMC, 8180 County Road 28,
Amsden
April 6, Gibsonburg Community Church, 795 W.
Madison, Gibsonburg
April 13, St. Paul UMC, 126 Union Street, Risingsun

HELP IS NEEDED - Friday April 11, 4pm
Please come and help stuff the Easter Eggs with
Candy. Many Hands make work light!

Maundy Thursday service: Thursday April 17,
2025. We start at 6pm with the Ordinance of Feet
washing. If you can't come right at 6pm, come when
you can. After feet washing we'll have our Agape Love
Feast, and end with Holy Communion.

Easter Sunday—April 20th
6am Sonrise Service & breakfast
8:15 Worship

9:30 Sunday School

10:45 Worship




Easter Special Offering

We are coming upon the time of year where we
celebrate the sacrificial death and resurrection of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. With the death of Jesus
on the cross for our sins, we are blessed with the
opportunity for eternal life. Eternal life is a gift

from God, the same God that knows everything about
us, and is the source for all that we have.
Deuteronomy 8:18 says, “You shall remember the
Lord your God. For it is he who gives you power to get
wealth, that he may confirm his covenant, which

he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.”

With this scripture in mind, we would like to offer
everyone a chance to remember God in a

special way financially this Easter Season. The Board
of Deacons will use your generous financial gift this
Easter season towards repairing the altar window,
sanctuary media equipment or church camp fees. If
you would like your gift to go to another area of
ministry within the church, or to the General Fund,
please specify on your offering envelope.

Please remember all the ministries of the church in
your prayers and that all we do brings glory to God.
Thank you for your prayers and gifts. May God richly
bless you this Easter Season and throughout the year.
Your Servants in Christ,

The Deacons

CELEBRATING OUR NEW MEMBERS!!

Mark your calendars, May 4, for the celebration of 15
new members into our church family! That day’s
schedule will be a bit different than usual as we are
blessed by 15 different testimonies! Sunday School
will be held at 9am, one combined church service
beginning at 10am followed by a carry-in fellowship
lunch around 12noon!

Plan to attend the service in support of our new
members and enjoy lunch as you officially welcome
these wonderful people! Wow, is God ever good!!

Lakota Kindergarten Registration

Registration for the 2025-2026 School Year will be held at
Lakota Elementary School on April 14 and April 15.

If you have a child who will be five (5) years of age before
August 1, 2025, he/she is eligible to attend Kindergarten.
Please visit www.lakotaschools.org to schedule an
appointment and obtain a list of required documents

for registration. Online Pre-Registration will be open
March 1-April 14, 2025. Don’t wait! Sign up today!

Good Friday, April 18, 7pm A Tenebrae Service of

Darkness presented by Bowling Green Churches & Choirs.

Featuring Joseph Martin’s cantata “Songs of the Shadow”
Hosted at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 315 S. College Dr.,
Bowling Green.

Church Garage Sale

§ MARK Your Calendar!

~ Church garage sale,
May 16 9am-4pm and May 17, 9am-?
More details will be coming soon! Thisis a
great opportunity to go through your house
and donate items you no longer use!
Please no car seats, strollers,
anything that may have a recall, electronics, TV's or
particle board furniture.

Finst Chunch of Sod
7968U.S. 23, Risingaun

Easter Story, Egg Funt,
Snacks & Nore!

mesdag, Ap}'il 1? 5:50—1p|§
= ——— —"

Family Night!
Parents, join your sons and t.laugl.uters for our
Easter Kids for Christ Family Nl'gf.lt, at First
Church of God, 7968 US 23, Risingsun. :
. Great food, games and lots of fun! i
% Dinner will be served at 5:30pm and the evening :
Wt will end by 7pm. Hope to see you there!!! 4
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