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Pastor’s Meditation — April 2026

Happy Easter to everyone. It's my hope and prayer that we will be a people
that experience the power and hope the Easter season brings.

I’'m an art lover; | like to go to art museums and enjoyed the art appreciation
classes | was forced to take in college to get my degree. One of my favorite
artists is Rembrandt. Rembrandt was a Dutch painter & etcher in the 1600s.
His contributions to art came in a period of great wealth and cultural
achievement that historians call the Dutch Golden Age.

One of my favorite Rembrandt paintings is “The Three Crosses” done in the
mid-1600s. When you look at the painting, your attention is drawn first to the
cross on which Jesus died. As you look at the painting a little more, you notice
the crowd gathered at the foot of the cross. Rembrandt paints the crowd in
such a way that you notice different facial expressions and actions of the
people that are involved in Jesus’ death.

What'’s interesting about “The Three Crosses” is that at the edge of the paint-
ing, almost hidden from view, is a figure in the shadows. Some art historians

say the figure in the shadows of the crucifixion is Rembrandt himself. The
question is asked, “Why would Rembrandt put himself in the painting?” | think
Rembrandt is in there because he recognized his own sins and need of a
savior.

Easter:
Pagan? Biblical?

Something to Think

About
Someone said “It's simple to say that Jesus died for the sins of the world. It’s

something more complicated to say that Jesus died for my sins.” The reality is,
Jesus did die for my sins. He died for your sins as well. Our sin put Jesus on
the cross, and we’re no better than anybody that was in the crowd the day
Jesus died. It’s hard for us to swallow that truth, that we could be as indifferent
as Pilate, as callous as the soldiers, as ruthless as the mob, or as cowardly as
his disciples. It's a hard truth that we could be that sinful, but it’s still the truth.
My sin put Jesus on the cross, the same as everybody else.

Daily Check-In Services

April Calendar

This Easter season, | want to challenge you to put yourself in the shadows with
Rembrandt. Whether we want to accept the reality of it or not, we’re standing
there at the crucifixion. We nailed Jesus to the cross. It had to happen if we
hope to have any chance of eternal life.

If you have an item to
put in the newsletter,
please submit it to Susie
Hoffman by the 3rd.
Sunday of the month.
Susie’s email address is

fecogrisingsun@gmail.com

We nailed Jesus to a cross, but his death is not the end. 3 days later he rose
from the grave. We need to remember what Jesus said as he hung on the
cross, “Father, forgive them.” We’re included in that part of the crucifixion as
well, the forgiveness part. Thank God we are. The cross of Christ reveals the
sin of the world at its worst, but it also reveals the love of God at its best.




Through the Bible in a year
will be April 24th at 6:00. We will meet at church.

~ Church Garage Sale

™ Church garage sale,
May 15 9am-4pm and May 16, 9am-?
This is a great opportunity to go
through your house and donate items
you no longer use! Please no car
seats, strollers, anything that may have a recall,
electronics, TV's or particle board furniture.
Please put your donations in the Blue Sunday School
Room (a sign is on the door)

Rainforest Falls
2 VBS—July 19-23. 6-8:15pm
) At Rainforest Falls, kids explore the nature of
,; God! Rainforest Falls is filled with awesome
KJ / Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, and
touch! Hands-on science experiments, team-
building games, unforgettable Bible songs, and tasty
treats are just a few of the standout activities that
help faith flow into real life. Plus, we’ll help kids dis-
cover how to see evidence of God in everyday life—
Register your youth on the church website by
June 19, for a free T-shirt!
—> Help is needed for this week. Signup sheets will
be on the clipboards soon.

C

Safety Team

The Q2 Safety Team Schedule was set out via the
text thread and a copy was also hung in our locker.
Please remember, If you have a conflict, please try
to find a substitute/trade. If you cannot please let
Tim know.

Make-Up training for our mandatory annual training
session is scheduled for Sunday April 12th right af-
ter 2nd service.

We will need safety coverage the week of VBS

July 19-23, 6-8:15pm. Please let Tim know if you
are able to cover one of these evenings.

Yacht Club

Next Breakfast will be on Sat. April 18th at 8:30am
at Tim's house. We will be working on the Ladies Din-
ner Preparations and looking at dates and projects
for our annual Work Day at the Church.

%

Men's Retreat
Men mark your calendars, This years retreat will be
the weekend of Sept. 25-27.

Chili Cook-Off

Chili Cook-off was once again a huge success and a
lot of fun! Thanks to everyone that entered a chili,
brought a dessert, helped out in anyway, or just
came and enjoyed the great food. It was a lot of fun!

Ladies Appreciation Dinner

The 2026 Ladies appreciation Dinner will be on Sat-
urday, May 9th.

See the clipboards for information and details.
Dinner service will begin at 5:30pm

The Men have a great menu and entertainment
planned for the ladies of our Church, our Communi-
ty, and our Families!

Invitations are going out now. It's not a perfect sys-
tem, so please don't feel slighted if you don't receive
an invitation. PLEASE if you didn’t receive an invita-
tion and you are interested in coming to the dinner,
and bringing friends or family members see any
Yacht Club/Men's Group member to get and invita-
tion and be added to the list permanently.

RSVPs are due by Sunday, April 26th to make sure
we get our food order and seating arrangements cor-
rect.

Camp Otyokwah

First Church of God will again generously cover the
early bird registration fee for those affiliated with the
church and their family members. Parents must
email Susie at fcogrisingsun@gmail.com with the
names of their camp goers and the relationship to
the church (example, Grandparent attends or child
attends KFC etc.) to receive the proper code. (Please
do not share the code with others.)

Early Bird reg. due by 4-13. After receiving the code
register at www.otyokwah.org

lgml

Women's Breakfast Club

BREAKFAST...the most important meal of the day
and, the most FUN!!

The Women'’s Breakfast Club will enjoy their deli-
cious monthly breakfast on Saturday, April 18 at the
church, 9am and is open to all ladies of the church!
This month the ladies will be making final plans for
their Spaghetti Lunch fundraiser on Sunday, April
26! Hope to see you therel!!




SPAGHETTI LUNCHEON

Sunday, April 26 | 12:00-2:00 PM
First Church of God, Risingsun

Enjoy a delicious meal:

* Baked spaghetti with meat sauce
* Tossed salad
* Garlic bread
* Beverages
* Ice cream Sundae Bar!

The cost is your DONATION!

Easter: Pagan? Biblical?

This month we decided to talk about Easter. In-
stead of a specific set of passages, my wife and |
decided to focus more on the holiday / event. | de-
cided to address a topic | see online every year
around this time, is Easter a pagan holiday? Short
answer, No.

Longer answer, a few videos online like to point out
that the name Easter comes from the celebration
of pagan deities like Ishtar or Ostara. They point
out that the name for the holiday Easter even came
from the name Ishtar, Ishtar -> Easter. The prob-
lems arise when we look at the credibility of the
sources and the fallacious associations those peo-
ple make. For example, Easter is the Christian cele-
bration of Jesus’ death and resurrection. The name
Easter does not come from Ishtar, as those videos
would have you believe, because it is only called
Easter by Germanic languages. In non-Germanic
languages, it is often called Pascha, from the Jew-
ish celebration of Passover.

Another claim is Easter only came about because
of the spring goddess Ostara. This, however, does
not seem to be credible. The earliest source associ-
ating Easter with Ostara comes from the seventh
century A.D. by the English monk St. Bede. Apart

from that, there are no other credible sources,
Christian or pagan, that connects Easter to Ostara.
The name itself comes from the fourth month, Eos-
turomonath, from the Old English calendar. Eostur-
omonath, which was shortened to Easter, since the
holiday often fell within the fourth month. How the
original calendar came up with those hames may
have been related to pagan deities, but that does
not make the holiday we celebrate a celebration of
that deity. Also, the earliest evidence | could find of
Christians celebrating Easter (or Pascha), celebrat-
ing Jesus’ death and resurrection, dates to the mid-
second century (150-170 A.D.)

Bunnies and eggs, clearly Easter is celebrating
something pagan! Short answer, Nope! The first
instance to the “Easter bunny (hare)” | could find
was mid-sixteenth century. Originally it was a hare
and not a bunny. That bunny (hare) was not linked
to paganism until the 19t century by a folklorist.
The decorating of eggs appears to have come
about in the 13t century by Edward Longshanks,
King Edward the First, hardboiled and decorated
eggs to hand out during Easter season.

So, when we celebrate Easter, are we celebrating
paganism? No. We celebrate Easter to give praise
and thanks to our LORD, for His death and resur-
rection, and the forgiveness of our sins when we
put our belief and faith in Him. We can also include
searching for eggs, getting baskets of candy, and
eating peeps in the shape of bunnies because it is
fun to do, and it does not take away from the true
meaning, which is Christ. We do not worship the
holiday; we celebrate with a holiday to give thanks
to our Lord and Savior.

Hers:

My focus for this month’s Easter devotional is kids
and family. Is it OK to celebrate, as a family, with
egg hunts, candy baskets, and visiting the Easter
bunny? Yes! All of this is OK so long as we do not
lose focus of why we are celebrating, Jesus. We cel-
ebrate Easter in remembrance of Jesus’ death and




resurrection. When we take communion, we do so
in remembrance of the suffering Jesus went
through on the cross, so we may have eternal life.
To paraphrase 1 Corinthians 15, if the resurrection
did not happen, our faith is in vain and we are still
dead in our sins. Thankfully, He is LORD even over
death, and believers do have eternal life through
His completed work on the cross.

As a teacher, | can tell you that Kids’ imagination
and innocence are not what they used to be. Chil-
dren are watching more unboxing videos and reali-
ty TV than they are watching shows like Reading
Rainbow and Mr. Roger’'s Neighborhood. Access to
see sinful and anti-Christian content is a touch
screen away. All this said, kids today are not exer-
cising their sense of wonder and amazement like
generations past.

For example, this year | was teaching my 7th-grade
ELA class about Imagery. | told them to close their
eyes, try to picture what the poet was describing in
the poem | was reading, and then draw a picture of
it on a piece of paper. One kid raised his hand and
said, “Mrs. Theis, that is illegal.” | asked him why,
and he said, “It is called plagiarism. | am not al-
lowed to do that.” After | stifled the laugh in my
head and explained to the class that this is what
they are “supposed to do,” the kids tried to draw
the picture that | described. This was very difficult
for them. We read Mr. Nobody (Author unknown).

This is why traditions and childhood wonderment
are so important. Kids need a chance to believe
and invent. They need to be able to hang on to
that childlike wonder but doing so while giving
praise and glory to God. Ecclesiastes 11:9 points
to us having proper enjoyment of life when we do
so within the boundaries established by God, and
one of the ways we can do that is by celebrating
Him and the blessings He provides. That may
come in the form of Easter egg hunts at the
church, enjoying baskets of jellybeans and choco-
late eggs left by the “Easter bunny,” or making
smores with left over marshmallow Peeps!

| would also like to talk about family traditions.
When we think back to the happiness of child-
hood, we probably remember family events and
traditions we participated in. | remember the vine-

gar and fizzy, dissolving tablets my mom would
create for my brother and me to dye eggs. We
would use crayons to draw pictures on the eggs,
and then with bendy wire, we would dip the eggs
until they achieved their desired color. | also re-
member waking up to find baskets full of fake
grass, which NO ONE likes to deal with. | remem-
ber camping one Easter (it was Arizona where the
weather was much more agreeable!) and the wild
animals ate all our eggs. More than anything, | re-
member doing this with family. Psalm 128:3 re-
minds us to have fellowship with family.

The main thing to remember is that Jesus needs to
be the center of the Observance. Just like Christ-
mas, Kids need to know why we celebrate Easter
and why we do the traditions we do (Deuteronomy
6:6-7). We just need to make sure we do not
make an idol of Santa or the Easter Bunny
(Deuteronomy 5:7). Have fun and enjoy the bless-
ings God provides. Make the celebrations part of a
lesson about Jesus, His resurrection, and the emp-
ty tomb. Love God, love family, make traditions,
and do not eat too many jellybeans!

God bless.

Something To Think About

Some people have a job in the church, others in-
volve themselves in ministry, what’s the definition?

If you were doing it just because no one else will,
it's a job. If you're doing it to serve the Lord, it's a
ministry.

If you quit because somebody criticized you, it was
a job. If you keep on serving. It's a ministry.

If you’ll do it only as long as it does not interfere
with your other activities, it's a job. If you're com-
mitted to staying with it even when it means letting
go of other things, it’'s ministry.

If You quit because no one praised you or thanked
you, It was a job. If you stay with it even though
nobody recognizes your efforts, it is a ministry.

It’s hard to get excited about a job. It's almost im-
possible not to be excited about a ministry. If our




concern is success, it's a job. If our concern is faith-

fulness. It's a ministry.

An average church is filled with people doing jobs.
A great and growing church is filled with people in-
volved in ministry. Where do we fit in? What about
us? If God calls you to a ministry don’t treat it like a
job. If you have a job, give it up and find a ministry.
God does not want us to feel stuck with a job, but
excited and faithful to Him in ministry.
From Ohio Conference Focus

Daily Check-In Services
Daily check-in services for seniors living alone

There are actually several different types of check-
in services, along with some simple technology de-
vices that can help keep your loved one safe at
home while providing you some peace of mind.
Here are some top options to look into.

Check-in app: If your loved one uses a smartphone,
a great solution to help ensure his or her safety is
Snug (SnugSafe.com), a free app that would check
in on his or her every day to confirm they are OK.
This app is used by thousands of elderly seniors
who live alone and want to make sure that if some-
thing happens to them, their loved ones will be noti-
fied quickly so they can receive help in minutes, ra-
ther than days.

Here’s how it works. After downloading the app,
your loved one will choose what time(s) throughout
the day his or her would like for Snug to check in.
Snug will send a push notification at those times
asking your person to check in by tapping the big
green check button on her smartphone screen. For
the Free plan users—If you miss a check-in—15
minutes after your check-in deadline, Snug will send
a text message to your emergency contacts letting
them know that you missed your check-in, along
with your last known location. It’s up to them to con-
tact you to make sure that you're ok. For extra
peace of mind, your person can purchase Snug’s
Dispatch plan ($16.67/month on sale) Up to 3 daily
check-in times Push and SMS check in reminders,
Phone call false alert prevention, Phone call missed
check-in alerts, Phone call wellness check dispatch.

Check-in calls: If your loved one doesn’t use a

smartphone, another option to help ensure her
safety is a daily check-in call service program. These
are telephone reassurance programs usually run by
police or sheriff’s departments in hundreds of coun-
ties across the country and are usually provided
free of charge.

Here’s how they work. A computer automated
phone system would call your loved one at a desig-
nated time each day to check in. If he or she an-
swers, the system will assume everything is OK. But
if he or she didn’t pick up or if the call goes to voice
mail after repeated tries, you (or whoever her de-
signee is) would get a notification call. If you are not
reachable, calls are then made to backup people
who’ve also agreed to check on your mom if neces-
sary. The fallback is if no one can be reached, the
police or other emergency services personnel will
be dispatched to her home. To find out if this ser-
vice is available in your loved ones community, call
her local police department’s nonemergency num-
ber. You should also check with the Area Agency on
Aging in your loved ones area. If, however, his/her
community doesn’t have a call check-in program,
there are businesses like CARE
(Call-Reassurance.com)

and | Am Fine (lamfine.com) that offer similar
services for a monthly fee.

Technology devices: You may also want to invest in
some simple technology aids to keep your loved one
safe. One of the most commonly used devices for
this is a medical alert system that cost about $1 or
so per day. These systems come with a wearable
“help button” that would allow her to call for help
24/7.

Another option that’s becoming increasingly popular
is smart speakers, like Amazon Alexa or Google
Home. These devices work with third-party applica-
tions - AskMyBuddy.net and MySOSFamily.com -
that would let your mom to call multiple emergency
contacts with a simple verbal command.

And be sure to check out Amazon’s Alexa Together
(Amazon.com/AlexaTogether), a monthly subscrip-
tion service that helps families support and keep
tabs on their older loved ones who live alone
through an Alexa-enabled device.
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