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If you have an item to  

put in the newsletter, 
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Hoffman  by the 3rd.  

Sunday of the month.  

Susie’s email address is 

fcogrisingsun@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Meditation December 2025 

A Happy December to you all. Christmas is in the air, along with the season of win-

ter. Basketball and hockey are in full swing. Christmas trees and lights are going 

up, and we eagerly await the birth of the Savior.  

 

In August, Cheryl and I experienced one of life’s great joys—we became grandpar-

ents. Holding little Henry in my arms for the first time, I was overcome with grati-

tude and wonder. We try to get as much Henry time as we can, and there’s noth-

ing quite like seeing his curious eyes take in the world or hearing his first sounds 

as he discovers new things each day.  

 

Cheryl and I are praying for Henry already, and we prayed for him before he was 

born, before we even knew if we would have a grandson or a granddaughter. We 

pray because we hope that Henry will grow not only in wisdom and health but that 

his heart will be shaped by faith and love in Jesus. That’s a journey all his grand-

parents are eager to walk beside him. 

 

There have been studies done for decades that show the deep spiritual influence 

mothers and grandmothers have in shaping Christian faith in the United States. 

Nearly two-thirds of Jesus followers credit their mother for their legacy of faith, 

and one-third point to a grandparent, often a grandmother, for their spiritual de-

velopment. God’s word echoes this truth: Paul commends Timothy’s genuine 

faith, nurtured by his grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice (2 Timothy 1:5). 

Paul reminds Timothy to hold fast to what he learned from infancy through the 

example of his family and his own study of the Word of God. (2 Timothy 3:14–15). 

 

The reality is, when it comes to influencing people to follow Jesus, it doesn’t mat-

ter if you’re a grandparent or not. Each of us has the power to positively shape the 

spiritual lives of everyone around us, starting with our own families. Whether your 

upbringing was filled with faith or you found spiritual encouragement from others 

along the way, you have influence and that influence matters. The opportunity to 

model sincere faith in Jesus and leave a lasting spiritual legacy is an opportunity 

we have every day. 

 

As we celebrate the season of Christmas, I invite you to reflect: Who has shaped 

your spiritual journey, and how might you intentionally invest in someone else’s 

faith today? We cherish the gifts we’ve received from others, and we seek to be 

an encouragement and help the spiritual growth of those entrusted to us. Ask God 

to use you to help leave a legacy of faith.  



 

Safety Team 
Hey Team, please remember:  If you have a conflict, 

please try to find a substitute/trade. If you cannot 

please let Tim know.  Remember to check the KFC 

Schedule. It was sent out via the team thread and 

posted on our locker door as well. 
Annual mandatory Training will be held on Sunday 

February 22nd right after 2nd  service until approx. 

4pm Pizza, pop, and water will be provided  
THANK YOU! 
 

Yacht Club 
Next Breakfast will be on  

Saturday, January 17, 8:30am at Tim's house 

Men's Retreat   
Men mark your calendars, Next year's retreat will 

be the weekend of Sept. 25-27. 
 

Events Committee 
Church Council will be forming an events committee at 

the January Council meeting. This committee's charge 

will be to discuss and determine the viability and pa-

rameters of hosting events (big and small) at our 

church.  
We would like several members of the church at large 

to serve and give input on this subject. If you are will-

ing to serve on this committee and/or willing to serve 

as an event host (when necessary) please let Tim 

James know.  Thank you    
 

CHRISTIAN ED DEPARTMENT 
Christian ed has been in the process of making things 

ready for an active new year. All of our programs will 

be continuing as we move forward. That said, we are 

always looking for volunteers. 
On the clipboards we have the sign-up sheet for our 

Junior Church. It is in one month brackets, but you can 

sign up for individual weeks, or if you’d prefer to help 

as opposed to leading it, please reach out to me 

through texting 419-788-8121. 
 

Yacht Club/Women’s Breakfast Club  
Please join us for our 2025’ combined activity! 

           OLE ZIM’S WAGON SHED  

for lunch, following our second service on  

Sunday, December 14, 12:30pm 

Please signup by December 7th so we can make res-

ervations (signup sheets are on the clipboards) 

This will be Family Style, which includes 3 meats.   

2 & under Free,   3-5 $9,  6-12 $11.50,   

Teens & Adults $22.50,  60+$22 (Each family will  

receive their own bill at the restaurant). 
 

   Women’s Breakfast Club Dates! 
December- no breakfast 

January 17, ‘26- breakfast @ church, 9am! 

February 7, ‘26- breakfast @ church, 9am, 

    followed by cookie box assembly! 

                       Care Bag Success!! 

On Saturday, November 22, the Women’s Breakfast 

Club enjoyed a delicious breakfast, took care of a little 

business and then filled 54 personal “care bags” (10 

for children/babies, 9 for men and 35 for women)! 

The bags included personal hygiene items, snacks, 

hats, scarves, gloves, mittens, water and more! A cou-

ple of boxes and bags were also prepared with regular 

sized items of shampoo, conditioner, body wash, pack-

ages of diapers, baby wipes, etc. Deliveries of all items 

were made to First Step in Fostoria and Cocoon in 

Bowling Green (both Domestic Violence shelters) dur-

ing Thanksgiving week and to Heartbeat Hope Medical 

in Fostoria (pregnancy center) the first week of De-

cember! Hats, scarves, mittens and gloves left were 

taken to the International Friendship Store in Tiffin! 

Thank you so much, everyone, for all of the donations 

and to our church missions’ for the generous mone-

tary donation! This project would not be possible with-

out our good Lord and all of YOU!! Many people will 

benefit from God’s grace and your generosity! 
 

The FCOG is in need of van drivers and helpers. All 

you need is a valid driver's license and a willingness to 

serve. We need drivers and a support rider for pick 

and drop off for Kid's For Christ. Text or call Pastor 

Paul or Jeff Adams if you are interested.  
 

Toys for Tots   
NEW, UNWRAPPED TOYS ONLY, will be collected in 

boxes in our Lobby, through December 7th.  This Sup-

ports local families and children.  
 

Family Night—Wednesday, December 17,  

      5:30-7pm.  Enjoy good food and fellowship. 
 

 

Birthday Day Party for Jesus! 
December 21,  during our Sunday School    

 Come Celebrate Jesus’ birth! 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Candle Lighting  

      services 7pm and 10pm  



 

 

Christmas Party at Mercy Rehabilitation & 

Therapy!  Mercy  Tiffin Hospital, suit 104 
 December, 11, 5:30-7pm.  Open to the public.   

Activities include:  Cookie decorating, snacks, photos 

with Santa, games, and craft making.   

              Fun for everyone! 

 

Do all religions talk about the same Jesus? 
Scripture:  Matthew 7:14 (ESV) 
14 For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that 

leads to life, and those who find it are few. 
 

Common to both His and Her: 
To start, it might be beneficial to summarize what 

some of the other faiths believe about Jesus, either 

through an official view or a view held by most follow-

ers. These six faiths do not view Jesus as God: 
  Islam: Believes Jesus was a prophet, born of a  

  virgin, but was NOT crucified and killed.  
  Hinduism: Jesus viewed as a holy man or  

  enlightened guru.  
  Buddhism: Jesus viewed as an enlightened  

  teacher. 
  Baha’i: Jesus viewed as divine messenger, died  

  on the cross, but no bodily resurrection. 
  Judaism: Jesus viewed as a Jewish teacher  

  whose views and revolt got him killed by crucifixion.  
  New Age: Jesus is viewed as a spiritual guide,  

  an enlightened master, or higher conscious. 
There are two other faiths worth mentioning that 

have a stance on Jesus. These two have a more di-

vine view of Jesus, but they still fall short of Jesus be-

ing Almighty God. 

  Mormon: Jesus viewed as a created being, “a”  

  god, but not “the” Almighty God. 
  Jehovah’s Witnesses: Jesus viewed as a created  

being, Michael the archangel in his pre-human 

existence, but not “the” Almighty God.  
And then we have the traditional, Trinitarian view of 

God held by Christians: The Father is God. The Son 

[Jesus] is God. The Holy Spirit is God. All are God in 

substance, one God, but in three distinct persons. 
 

His: 
My wife and I watch a lot of apologetic videos, which 

is to say we watch videos of Christians defending 

their faith when talking to non-believers, or followers 

of different faiths. Reading about other faiths, and 

hearing their followers talk to Christians, I find it inter-

esting that so many faiths acknowledge Jesus existed 

but have entirely different views of who Jesus is. That 

gets to the heart of the question – if they all 

acknowledge the first century Jewish man named  

Jesus of Nazareth, does that mean we are all talking 

about the same Jesus? 
Above is a reference of nine different faiths, all of 

which acknowledge a Jesus figure. 
So, what does the above tell us? It tells us that there 

are a lot of views about who and what Jesus is! Also, 

those views are often mutually exclusive from one 

another.  For example, Islam holds to the view that 

Jesus did not die on the cross and Christianity be-

lieves that He did. These views contradict one anoth-

er. Either the Muslim is correct, or the Christian is 

correct, but both cannot be correct. Another example, 

Christians hold the view that God the Son has always 

existed with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit. 

This does not align with the JW view that Jesus was 

the created Michael the archangel. Both views can-

not be true.  
Why does it matter? Because so often today, the 

push is for inclusivity. Many people want to believe 

ALL paths and ALL faiths lead to the same place, 

which is often a blissful utopian afterlife. The truth is, 

Christianity and Jesus are VERY EXCLUSIVE. A lot of 

people think it is unloving to say that, but Jesus 

leaves NO room for doubt. In John 14:6, He says “I 

am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me.” Jesus, in 

John 14:6, is VERY EXCLUSIVE. There is only ONE 

path to the Father and that path is Christ Jesus. Peo-

ple who preach inclusivity and say all paths lead to 

God’s acceptance are missing the point, and contrary 

to what they may believe, that is not loving. Jesus 

preaches love, but it is only through the love to God 

and of God that we can love our neighbor. God is 

above all. Jesus leaves no room for debate on this 

topic and the Jesus of Scripture, biblical Christian 

Scripture, leaves no room for believing these other 

faiths are true. 
That said, what about the original question, “do all 

religions talk about the same Jesus?” The answer to 

that is a very definitive “No!” Jesus is the only way, 

Jesus is truth, and Jesus is life. Someone who puts 

their faith in another Jesus does not have eternal life 

and sadly are still a slave to their sin. Without the Je-

sus of Scripture, and His completed work on the 

cross, man is still responsible for the debt of his sin. 

The wages of sin is death and the gift of God is eter-

nal life in Christ Jesus. That only works if you believe 

and put your faith in the One who paid it all. 
I’ll end with this, truth is truth, despite if we want to 

accept that truth. My inclusive friends have one thing 

correct; all paths do lead to God. Unfortunately, it is 

not the way they would prefer. Isaiah 45:23 tells us, 

“To me every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall 

swear allegiance.”  



This both makes me unbelievably happy and sad. 

Happy because God, through His sacrifice, has given 

me the gift of life and grace that I do not deserve. It 

also brings with it sadness, knowing there are so 

many people who hold to another faith that is differ-

ent from the one Jesus proclaimed. Someday that 

faith will end with them kneeling before God, giving 

an account for their sins, and they will have to pay 

the debt for that sin. That debt will be an eternal sep-

aration from the God that loves them. That loving God 

is the God of Scripture, the one who offers the free 

gift of Grace, who has already paid that debt, all they 

need to do is repent and believe. That emphasizes 

the importance of Jesus’ words in Matthew 28:19, 

“Go forth and make disciples of all nations.” Because 

God loves us, we are called to love them and share 

His word. 

Her: 
This is the season of Jesus! This time of year, even 

non-believers are flooded with images of a baby  

Jesus and, as Christians, we are reminded that with-

out our Savior’s birth no one would be saved. John 

14:6 — “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me.”  In this 

statement, Jesus does not say there are many ways 

to Heaven, He says that He is the only way. We, as 

Christians, understand this. However, do we truly un-

derstand who Jesus is so when other religions men-

tion Jesus, we can know the difference? When your 

friends say they believe in Jesus and understand the 

reason for our winter holiday, are they really referring 

to the Jesus of Scripture? Are we sure that everyone 

we celebrate with around the Christmas Table and 

Parties are truly saved? Jesus gave us the great com-

mission. Matthew 28:19-20, "Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you.” 
In my younger years, I had the belief that all denomi-

nations and all religions that acknowledged Jesus, 

and proclaimed him, were saved. I thought that we all 

just celebrate differently based on the country we 

grew up in. I would even argue with others saying, 

“Christians fight with each other too much and we 

need to all just get along.” For some of you, this may 

sound very familiar. This is the belief of the world to-

day. We are to believe that everyone is right, “Jesus is 

Love, and Love is Acceptance!” There are many man-

made versions of Jesus in religions around the world. 

Only ONE Jesus is the true Jesus. In fact, 2 Corinthi-

ans 11:14 warns us about this! We are given warn-

ings about accepting another Jesus, telling us that 

“even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.”  

We need to have our eyes open as Christians and not 

be swayed by worldly concepts created to lead us 

astray. 
This does not mean that we are to be unkind or avoid 

those with a wrong idea of Jesus, but it does mean 

that we need to be able to explain why they are still 

not saved and help lead them to salvation. This will 

not be easy; in fact, it may be very difficult! It is easier 

to teach someone who has no education than it is to 

help someone unlearn wrong information. People will 

defend their beliefs with strength, anger, and avoid-

ance. That is why we must lead them with a kind 

hand and loving heart. Fear not, we are led by the 

Holy Spirit, and it is He who will change their hearts. 

That does not mean we should proceed without cau-

tion. We also need to make sure that we are not led 

astray by others. Remember that the Jesus of the Bi-

ble is the one true Jesus. He is the reason we are 

saved. He is the reason for the season. He is our 

pathway to the Father. Acts 4:12 — “Salvation is 

found in no one else, for there is no other name un-

der heaven given to mankind by which we must be 

saved.” 
As you can see above, there are many different ideas 

of who Jesus is and as 2 Corinthians warns us, we 

must be aware of those pitfalls. In fact, most of the 

people who proclaim those religions will not even 

know that their religion classifies Jesus differently. 

They just grew up believing that they are following a 

Christian or universal set of beliefs. A deep dive into 

their doctrine can be eye opening for them. 

Challenge: 
My challenge for you this holiday season is to make 

sure you understand why the Jesus of the Bible is the 

true Savior. Make sure your heart is aligned with the 

truth and when you celebrate this Christmas, you are 

celebrating the birth of the one who spilled His blood 

so that you can be washed clean. 

Questions to think about: 
• Do you see Jesus as He revealed Himself to be in 

Scripture, or do you see Him as you want Him to 

be? 
• Is your knowledge of Jesus based on scripture or 

is it based on someone else’s view? 
• Is your faith grounded in Jesus, the Son, second 

person of the Trinity, who died on the cross for 

your sins? 
• Are you letting the world dictate who Jesus is or 

do you use Scripture? 
• Are you walking through the Narrow Gate or are 

you passing it by? 

 

                                       God bless 
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