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February  2026 Newsletter 

If you have an item to  

put in the newsletter, 

please submit it to Susie 

Hoffman  by the 3rd.  

Sunday of the month.  

Susie’s email address is 

fcogrisingsun@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Meditation February 2026 

 
Happy February to all. We’re a month into the new year, love is in the air February 

14, and our God who loves us is still on the throne.  

 

I enjoy science fiction, Star Wars, Stargate SG-1, and Star Trek, among others. I’ve 

watched all of the original Star Trek series, Star Trek, the Next Generation, Deep 

Space Nine, and I’m currently working my way through Star Trek Voyager. When I 

was a kid, I dreamed of being an astronaut. Consequently, I wonder what could be 

out there, and when I watch all this sci-fi stuff, you wonder about life on other 

plants.  

 

I ran across an article online from Discover magazine that was talking about the 

possibility of life on other planets. Scientists say there are around 700 quintillion 

(7 followed by 20 zeros) planets in the universe, but only one like Earth. In the ar-

ticle, astrophysicist Erik Zackrisson says that one of the requirements for a planet 

to sustain life is to orbit in the “Goldilocks” zone, where the temperature is just 

right, and water can exist. Out of 700 quintillion planets, Earth seems to be one 

planet where conditions are just right. Zackrisson concluded that Earth somehow 

has been dealt a “fairly lucky hand.” 

 

Paul assured the Colossian believers that the universe existed, not because of 

Lady Luck, but because of the work of Jesus. The apostle presents Jesus as the 

creator of the world: “For in him all things were created” (Colossians 1:16). Not 

only was Jesus the powerful creator of the world, but Paul says that “in him all 

things hold together” (1:17), a world that’s not too hot and not too cold, but one 

that’s just right for human existence. What Jesus created, he’s sustaining with his 

perfect wisdom and unceasing power. 

 

As we participate in and enjoy the beauty of creation, let’s choose not to point to 

the random activity of Lady Luck, but to the purposeful, sovereign, powerful and 

loving God who possesses “all fullness” (1:19). 

 

Take a moment every day this month to look around you. Notice the beauty in the 

ordinary, the warmth of sunlight, the rhythm of the seasons, the gift of water and 

air. These are not random accidents, but reminders of a Creator who is both pow-

erful and loving. As you go about your day, choose to see God’s hand in the de-

tails of your life. When you feel small or insignificant, remember: the same One 

who holds the universe together is holding you, too. 



Safety Team 

Hey Team, please remember: 

If you have a conflict, please try to find a substitute/

trade. If you cannot please let Tim know. 
Remember to check the KFC Schedule. It was sent out 

via the team thread and posted on our locker door as 

well. 
Annual mandatory Training will be held on Sunday 

February 22nd right after 2nd service until approx. 

4pm.  Pizza, pop, and water will be provided  

THANK YOU! 

 

Yacht Club 

Next Breakfast will be on Saturday, March 14, at 

8:30am at Tim's house. 

 

Men's Retreat   
Men mark your calendars, This year's retreat will be 

the weekend of September 25-27. 

 

Chili Cook-Off  Saturday, March 14! 
This is OPEN to EVERYONE!  

Registration from 4:30-5pm.  Dinner and judging 

starts at 5pm. $8 to enter a chili.  

Prizes will be awarded!  Cost to eat:  Adults $8, Kids 

under 12 $5, Family of 4 $20. 

Meal includes:  Bowl of your favorite chili, cornbread, 

dessert, and a drink (pop or water)    

MEN- don't forget to bring the items you signed up  

for-If you forgot what you signed up for, see Tim 

 

Ladies!  Save the Date 
The 2026 Ladies appreciation Dinner will be on  

Saturday, May 9th.  

Details and invitations coming soon. 

 

Family Night 

February 11, 5:30-7pm. Come and enjoy an evening 

of great food, fun games and a Bible devotion! 
 

Community Lenten Services: -  

Sunday’s 6-30-8pm 
February 22, Scott Trinity U.M.C. 6076 C.R. 11,  

Risingsun 
March 1, Christ’s Church of Burgoon, 3269 Main St., 

Burgoon 

March 8, St. Paul’s U.M.C. 126 Union St., Risingsun  
March 15, Amsden U.M.C. 8180 W. County Road 28, 

Fostoria,  
March 22, Risingsun First Church of God, 7968 US 23 

Risingsun  
March 29, Gibsonburg Community Church  795 W. 

Madison, Gibsonburg 

 

Women’s Breakfast Club Dates! 
February 7- monthly breakfast and  

     cookie box assembly, 9am 

 February 15- Pay-To-Eat Breakfast  

     during the Sunday School hour  

     (donation)! 

 March 7- TENTATIVE monthly breakfast, 

     date will be determined in February 

 April 18- monthly breakfast, 9am 

 April 26- Spaghetti Lunch (donation), 

      dine-in and carry-out (available 

      following 1st service)! 

 

Elders Report, 2025 
The Elders are sincerely grateful and humbled for the 

opportunity to serve God and our church family. We 

ask that you pray for us to know and to do God's will. 
2025 had many amazing movements of God in our 

Church. Many new families have attended Risingsun 

First Church of God to grow the Kingdom of God. Our 

church attendance has continued to increase, and we 

are using all the rooms and phase two for Christian 

education on Sundays. 250 people came to worship 

on Christmas Eve, crowding the pews. LifeWise began 

last year, beginning public school student weekly to 

our building during their lunch hour. We teach the Bi-

ble and share the Gospel with many unchurched stu-

dents and hope to influence the community for His 

glory. 
With the blessings that God has given us, 2025 has 

also brought sorrow as we have lost friends and mem-

bers throughout the year. It is with joy we celebrate 

their graduation to their heavenly rewards. Their pres-

ence will be missed, but their influence will never be 

forgotten. 
We appreciate Pastor Paul’s 29 years of being our 

Shepherd. We thank Pastor Paul and Cheryl for their 

dedication to our church family. Robert Theis has been 

added as an intern, and we are glad to have he and 

Tonya here. 
We are excited about the new members and having 

them become active participants in our various minis-

 



 

 

tries. We are also thrilled to see the babies being 

dedicated and people being baptized from our con-

gregation. 
Thank you for sharing your thoughts and com-

ments on the Ministerial Review last year. The 

Church is trying to put into action your suggestions 

and continue to implement programs that help our 

Church grow. We thank all of our many volunteers. 

All of you who gave your time and energy to make 

our many ministries an awesome success. The 

church cannot do what it does without the many 

hands and feet that actually make each ministry 

large and small, a reality. Please let us know of any 

hospital, nursing home and shut-in visits you would 

like us to address. We will do our best to minister 

their spiritual needs. 
Our Church body has been faithfulfilling the Com-

munity Food Box. The Elders and the Holdermans 

have taken over putting in the donations, however 

we appreciate all who contribute food to our com-

munity “Food Box” at the west side of the Rising-

sun Town Hall. 
We are thankful that there are very few problems 

throughout the year. As we feel we have learned in 

Ephesians 4: 2-3, “Be completely humble and gen-

tle; Be patient, bearing one another with love; 

make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 

through the bond of peace." 
We want our congregation to realize everyone is 

welcome to participate in our Congregation Prayer 

Meeting, which meets Monday nights at 6:30 PM 

(except for on holidays). On Church Council meet-

ing nights, we meet at 5:30 PM. Please let us know 

of any prayer concerns that you may have. We 

have been studying, Practicing the Way: Be with 

Jesus, Become like Him, Do as He did. It helps us 

to become Christ’s apprentice. We will be starting 

a new book soon, Breakthrough Prayer. All are wel-

come to join us! 
God bless you, and may He give all of us an amaz-

ing year “Focused on Christ” in 2026! 

Your friends in Christ, 

 

Love thy Neighbor 
Mark 12:31 (ESV) 

31 The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 

greater than these.” 

His: 
My wife chose the topic of “love thy neighbor” as 

this month’s devotion along with the verse Mark 

12:31. Without knowing what led to her choosing 

this topic and what issue she has in mind, it leaves 

me thinking about the passage and the true mean-

ing behind it. When reading Mark 12:31 as a stand

-alone passage, I feel a lot of people miss the end-

ing, “greater than these.”  

On social media, I see a lot of posts promoting 

“loving thy neighbor” without having a clear defini-

tion of “love” or “neighbor.” After watching a lot of 

videos and reading a lot of posts, it appears that 

people conflate “love” with “affirmation,” and 

“neighbor” as “only people who hold my views.” I 

see this incorrect view of love and neighbor as ex-

amples of eisegesis, which is just a fancy word 

meaning someone is reading their own precon-

ceived ideas, bias, or agenda into scripture. How 

can I be sure I’m not doing the same thing? I can 

be, as we all have our own bias, but that is why it is 

important to read passages in context with the 

scripture around it, as well as the entirety of scrip-

ture. 

“Greater than these” is a good place to start. What 

are “these” referring to in this passage? People 

read this as a stand-alone passage, but it needs to 

be read and applied as the last part of what Jesus 

says in Mark 12:28-31. 

Mark 12:28–31 (ESV) 

28 And one of the scribes came up and heard 

them disputing with one another, and seeing that 

he answered them well, asked him, “Which com-

mandment is the most important of all?”  

29 Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, 

O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  

30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind and with all your strength.’  

31 The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 

greater than these.” 

 

When we read it in context with 28-30, we can see 

that “love your neighbor” is second to the greatest 

commandment, which is loving God with all your 

heart, soul, mind, and strength. The second com-

mandment compliments the first. So, why is 28-30 

important? Can’t we love as verse 30 tells us with-

out needing to apply those other passages? To 

that, I would follow up by asking, “Apart from God, 

how can we objectively know what love means?” 1 

John 4:8 tells us, “Anyone who does not love does 

not know God, because God is love.” John 14:15 

tells us, “If you love me, you will keep my com-



mandments.” Lastly, 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 serves as 

a way in which the Bible describes love: 

1 Corinthians 13:4–8 (ESV) 

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or 

boast; it is not arrogant  

5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not 

irritable or resentful;  

6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing but rejoices with 

the truth.  

7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things.  

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass 

away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 

knowledge, it will pass away. 

 

So, bringing it back to “love thy neighbor.” I can 

know what love is by looking to God. I can know how 

to love by applying God’s word and His love through-

out my life and my interactions with others. How is 

that in conflict with social media and what we see 

throughout society? As mentioned above, I think all 

of us, at times, conflate love with affirmation. Socie-

ty has a way of making it seem unloving if we speak 

God’s truth or tell someone their views and/or ac-

tions do not align with God’s truth. Because of this, 

we often limit “neighbor” to those who we agree 

with and talk to. Do not get me wrong, I am not say-

ing we need to always be blunt and direct with oth-

ers. We are to always strive to hold to God’s truth 

while being patient and kind, free of prideful arro-

gance and rudeness. We will all fall short while do-

ing this, but we should strive to continue to put God 

first, pray for continued growth, and pray for those 

who do not agree with us. 

I’ll end with this. Pray. Pray for family, friends, and 

those who you like and agree with, but also pray for 

those that disagree with you and are hostile towards 

you. 1 Peter 3:15 tells us to always be prepared to 

defend the hope that is within us, which a lot of 

Christians can do, but do not forget how 1 Peter 

3:15 ends, “do it with gentleness and respect.”  

Hers: 
February brings with it Valentine’s Day, a time when 

we intentionally recognize and celebrate the people 

who matter most to us: our friends and our family. 

Robert and I originally planned to talk about practi-

cal ways to show love to those around us. However, 

given the current climate, I felt led to reflect more 

deeply on what it truly means to “love thy neighbor.” 

Grace and love are the major meanings of this 

quote. Hate the sin but love the sinner. Jesus ate 

with the tax collectors and prostitutes. He loved 

them and showed them love. We are to love those 

around us. Jesus loves all, and we should love all. 

We should see everyone as people worthy of being 

saved. They are image bearers of God. We should 

not condemn them but lovingly help them to see the 

light and path to Jesus.  

However, in all of this, Jesus did not say give no 

boundaries. We need to understand our righteous-

ness, our responsibilities, and the truth as Chris-

tians. “If anyone is not willing to work, let him not 

eat.” (1 Thessalonians 3:10). The first warning that I 

give is that we should not participate in a situation 

where another person is now relying on us to contin-

ue with sin, using our kindness as an excuse not to 

better themselves, or using us to remove their ac-

countability. Everyone needs help sometimes, but 

we need to help others to support themselves. We 

cannot be the reason someone is unable to grow. 

This balance is not always easy, and it requires pray-

er and discernment. The line between helping and 

enabling looks different for everyone, but it is essen-

tial for growth - both spiritually and physically. 

Next, this does not mean we should be taken ad-

vantage of. “Whoever hates disguises himself with 

his lips and harbors deceit in his heart; when he 

speaks graciously, believe him not, for there are sev-

en abominations in his heart.” (Proverbs 26:24-25). 

Too often, Christians hear statements like, “You’re a 

Christian - you have to believe this,” or “You have to 

help no matter what.” That is not biblical truth. We 

are not called to roll over and accept abuse. We can 

be kind and generous without being foolish. We 

have big hearts. It is an extension of Jesus. Howev-

er, we are not a Jester in the court of the World. We 

are to use our wisdom and steadfastness to stand 

for what is right and to share the Word of God.  

In addition, we do not have to accept false accusa-

tions based on the world's definitions of truth. 

“Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the 

poor and needy,” (Proverbs 31:9). Jesus spoke up 

and defended truth against people (even those in 

power) who believed wrongly. He put himself in 

harm's way time after time to prove what is correct. 

His actions culminated in dying for our sins on a 

cross. This does not mean we are called to be ag-

gressive, but it does mean we are called to stand 

firm. If we cannot defend what we believe, we must 

ask ourselves whether those beliefs truly shape our 

lives. 

I hope this helped to give you some support at this 

time. I know it was healing for me, and I benefited 



from my time in prayer with this verse. Remember to 

love your neighbor and enemy. Show them grace. 

Pray for them. Do not let them bring you down, per-

secute you, or allow them to define you. You are 

made in God’s image, and Jesus loves you and 

stands by you always. “Do not be overcome by evil 

but overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:21). 

For this week, here are some things to think about: 

† Am I showing love to others in ways that point to 

God? 

† Am I showing kindness to others, or am I ena-

bling them? 

† Am I standing for what is righteous with grace 

and love while praying to God for guidance? 

God bless. 
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