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If you have an item to  
put in the newsletter, 
please submit it to Susie 
Hoffman  by the 3rd. 
Sunday of the month.  
Susie’s email address is 
fcogrisingsun@gmail.com

First Church of God  

7968 U.S. 23,  Risingsun, OH 43457    

Website: www.risingsunfcog.org    

Church email: fcogrisingsun@gmail.com 

Phone: 419-457-3971    

Pastor Paul J Rutledge 

Newsletter Meditation February 2025 

 
A happy February to everyone. Love is in the air with Valentine’s Day coming up on 

February 14. We also have the enjoyment of college basketball and the Super 

Bowl. For this month’s meditation, I want to talk about the 1957 film “12 Angry 

Men.”  

 

“12 Angry Men” is a legal drama, and the film was seen as a critique of the 

American jury system during the McCarthy Era. It tells the story of a jury of twelve 

men as they deliberate the conviction or acquittal, on the basis of reasonable 

doubt, of a teenager charged with murder. Disagreement and conflict among the 

jurors puts them in the uncomfortable position to have to question their own 

morals and values. “12 Angry Men” has an ensemble cast with some of the 

biggest actors of that generation. It stars Henry Fonda, Lee J. Cobb, Ed Begley, E. 

G. Marshall, and Jack Warden. 

 

“One man is dead. Another man’s life is at stake,” says the judge before the 

deliberations start. The evidence against the young suspect appears 

overwhelming, but during deliberations, it’s the brokenness of the jury that’s 

exposed. One of the twelve, juror number 8, votes “not guilty.” A heated debate 

ensues, in which the lone juror is mocked as he points out discrepancies in the 

testimony. Emotions escalate, and the jury members’ own murderous and 

prejudicial tendencies come to light. One by one, the jurors switch their votes to 

not guilty. 

 

When God gave His instructions to the new nation of Israel, God insisted on 

honest courage. “When you give testimony in a lawsuit,” God said, “do not pervert 

justice by siding with the crowd” (Exodus 23:2). God didn’t let anybody off the 

hook with this because the court was neither to “show favoritism to a poor 

person” (23:3) nor to “deny justice to poor people” (23:6). God, the righteous 

judge, desires our integrity in all our proceedings. 

 

In 12 Angry Men, the second juror to vote “not guilty” said of the first, “It’s not 

easy to stand alone against the ridicule of others.” It’s not easy, but that’s what 

God wants us to do. Juror number 8 saw the real evidence, as well as the 

humanity of the individual on trial. With the gentle guidance of the Holy Spirit, we 

too can stand for God’s truth and speak for the powerless. We always do this with 

the truth of God.  
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Safety Team 
Safety Team Mandatory Annual Training 

will be held on Sunday, February 23rd. 

Right after 2nd service from 12 to 

approx. 4pm. Pizza and pop will be 

provided. If you are interested in a long-

sleeved safety team shirt let Tim know. Right now 

there have only been 2 requests and that's not 

enough to place an order. 

 

Kids For Christ—Family Night! 
February 12, 5:30-7pm.  Please come and enjoy 

great food, fun games, Bible devotion with a point 

and lots of fun!  Dinner is served at 5:30. 

 

Yacht Club 
The next Men's Breakfast will be on Saturday February 

8th. 8:30am at Tim's house. 

All the men are welcome, New guys, come on out and 

hang out with some of the old guys for a little bit. I 

think you'll have fun, and I know you'll eat well. 

We'll be discussing and preparing for Chili cook off 

and talking about our schedule for the rest of 2025. 

 

Chili Cook —  
This is OPEN to EVERYONE!  

Chili Cook-Off  -  March 15,  

Registration from 4:30-5pm 

Dinner and judging starts at 5pm. $8 to enter a chili.  

                           Prizes will be awarded!  

Cost to eat:  Adults $8, Kids under 12 $5,  

                     Family of 4 $20. 

Meal includes:  Bowl of your favorite chili, cornbread, 

dessert, and a drink (pop or water)   Flyers are on the 

clipboards. Please feel free to take some to post.   

 

Save the Date - Ladies Appreciation 

Dinner 
This years Ladies Appreciation Dinner will by held on 

Saturday May 10th. Details and invitations to come. 

 

Men's Retreat  
Men, save the dates and put in for vacation if 

necessary. The Men's Retreat will be August 15-16-17. 

At Camp Otyokwah near Butler, OH (The Mohican 

area) This is always an awesome time of fellowship, 

fun and food. God always blesses us on this weekend 

and we have a great time. Detail to come. 

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST CLUB! 
2/10/25- Cookie plate assembly for our dear friends 

and loved ones who are home bound; please bring 2 

doz. of your favorite cookies to share!  Share, also, a 

name of someone you’d like to receive cookies!  For 

those of you who may be  able to help, please come to 

the church by 9:15am and meet in the kitchen/donut 

area. Thank you! 

 

2/16/25- Pay-to-Eat Breakfast during the Sunday 

School hour! Food choices will be provided by the 

Breakfast Club and proceeds (donations) will be 

split  between our women’s group and 

another church/community need! Always a good time 

of fellowship! 

 

CHURCH SERVICE “SPECIALS”!! 
If you are interested in sharing a “special” for one or 

both of our church services on a Sunday morning, 

please sign up on the clipboards! You may also 

mention your interest to Pastor Paul or Sherry Adams. 

Your “special” contribution can be a song, an 

instrumental piece, a poem, a story, a devotion, etc. 

We’ve been inspired by the beautiful special music 

we’ve heard over the last few weeks, let’s keep it 

going! 

 

IGNITE  JR. HIGH WINTER RETREAT 

at Otyokwah Camp & Retreat Center  
February 21-23, 2025  6th-8th Grade 

Experience camp away from the summer!  

What are we going to do? 

Enjoy:  Worship and teaching, Breakout discussion, 

Blacklight Dodgeball, Indoor Games, Board and card 

games, Ice and snow activities, Hot cocoa and snacks, 

Connect with old and new friends,  And much more! 

Register at https://www.otyokwah.org/ignite-

retreat.html 

 

Struggling With Grief? 
Grief 101 with Stein Hospice offers a bereavement 

support group free of charge to the public where you 

can find a safe space to explore your grief, engage in 

discussions, or simply listen to shared experiences 

related to the loss of an adult loved one. 

Meetings are quarterly this year.  Meeting at Herman 

Funeral Homes, 900 North Street, Fremont on March 

20, 4-6pm.  Please RSVP by March 17, by calling  

419-332-1391.  Refreshments will be provided  
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