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January 2026 Newsletter 

If you have an item to  

put in the newsletter, 

please submit it to Susie 

Hoffman  by the 3rd.  

Sunday of the month.  

Susie’s email address is 

fcogrisingsun@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Meditation January 2026 
 

For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things,  

holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.  1 Timothy 4:8 

 
 

A Happy New Year to everyone. 2026 is here, and with the New Year upon us, it’s 

time for New Year’s Resolutions. I love to hear what people's New Year’s Resolu-

tions are.  As always, many people’s resolutions are nothing new. I think as long 

as there’s a new year, you’ll always have the classics: eat healthier, succeed at 

my diet, exercise more, give up some habit (smoking, etc.) My all-time favorite 

came from a woman I worked with at GSW in Findlay, in 1995. She vowed to give 

up chocolate for 1 week. That’s my kind of resolution.   
 

Why is the new year always associated with resolutions? The idea with a new year 

is a fresh start. We start back at the beginning. We’re a little older, a little wiser, 

we’ve survived the craziness & stress of the previous year, and we know what we 

have to do differently. January 1 means we can begin a new year with a new atti-

tude. We have another chance to do the things we said we would do last year. We 

can fix our faults, we can become a better person, the person we’ve always want-

ed to be. 
 

I hear a lot of great new year’s resolutions every year. Unfortunately, the New 

Year's resolutions that I don't hear as much as I would like is "Focus on God 

more," or "Deepen my relationship with God." It seems that every New Year, reso-

lutions revolve around focused improvement of yourself, and yet this one vital ar-

ea of ourselves tends to get left off the "New Year’s Improvement List." 
 

The other thing I’ve noticed about New Year's resolutions, is that most people fail 

to keep them. When the reality of sacrifice and hard work to keep the resolution 

shows up, on January 3, we tend to quit. I haven’t done it (insert resolution) yet, 

so we’ll start next week (next month, which turns into next year.) We don’t have 

the willpower we would like. We set goals, but we fail to meet the goals. We make 

promises to ourselves, but for some reason we fall to the temptation of the habit 

we are trying to avoid. 
 

I’ve heard it said that New Year's resolutions are like fancy cars; they look shiny, 

they make a lot of noise and impress people, but after all the hype they end up 

running out of gas. Just like a fancy car, without the proper maintenance, our New 

Year’s resolutions end up being worthless. 
 

What are your resolutions for 2026? What are the most important areas of your 

life, and the areas that you need to work on? Remember the words of Paul to Tim-

othy. Our health is important, we want to be the best we can be, and we need to 

step up and improve what we can. In 2026, instead of worrying so much about 

our physical health, let’s worry about our spiritual health. Let’s make a resolution 

to deepen our relationship with God.   



Yacht Club 
Next Breakfast will be on Sat. Jan.17th   at 8:30am at 

Tim's house 

 

Men's Retreat   
Men mark your calendars, Next year's retreat will be 

the weekend of Sept. 25-27. 

 

Chili Cook-Off 
Chili Cook-off will be on the evening Saturday March 

14th this year. Details and sign-up sheets to be out 

soon. 

 

Events Committee 
Church Council will be forming an events committee at 

the January Council meeting. This committee's charge 

will be to discuss and determine the viability and pa-

rameters of hosting events (big and small) at our 

church.  We would like several members of the church 

at large to serve and give input on this subject. If you 

are willing to serve on this committee and/or willing to 

serve as an event host (when necessary) please let 

Tim James know. 

 

Fire Doors 
The church has several sets of fire-containment doors. 

It is VERY important that these doors are closed when 

the church is not occupied. These doors are clearly 

and Boldy marked with pink triangles near the han-

dles. Please, if you open/prop these doors open close 

them before you leave the church. 

 
 

 

   Women’s Breakfast Club Dates! 
January 17, ‘26- breakfast @ church, 9am 

February 7, ‘26- breakfast @ church, 9am 

    followed by cookie box assembly! 

Pay-To-Eat Sunday breakfast- TBD 

Spaghetti Lunch for a donation- TBD            

             
 

The FCOG is in need of van drivers & helpers. 
All you need is a valid driver's license and a willing-

ness to serve. We need drivers and a support rider for 

pick and drop off for Kid's For Christ. Text or call Pas-

tor Paul or Jeff Adams if you are interested.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installation of Church Officers:   

Sunday, January 11, end of the first service, and 

beginning of the second.   

President:  Tim James,   

Secretary:  Becky Chalfin. 

Treasure:  Brenda Creeger. 

Elders:  Jim Dieter, Judy Dieter, Shirley Smith, and  

Jeff Adams. 

Deacons:  Amy Miller, Marlene Graber, Kent  

Chalfin, Heidi Miller, Tonya Theis, & Deana Dillon  

Trustees:  Sandy Stephenson & Brad Bloemer,  

Tim Weller, & Doug Long  

Christian Ed Director: Justin Hunt & Nicole Harmon 

Missions secretary: Susan Bloemer. 

A HUGE thank you to all who have served this past 

year.   

 

IGNITE  at Camp Otyokwah 

JR. HIGH WINTER RETREAT- February 20-22, 2026 

6th-8th Grade.  Experience camp away from the  

summer!  

                     Our Vison For Ignite 

Our Ignite Retreat mission is to awaken the hearts of 

Jr. Higher campers to see that Christ can burn in us 

every moment of our lives. We seek to facilitate a 

jump start experience that encourages middle school-

ers to personally grow with God while having fun and 

connecting with staff and friends. 

We will enjoy: 

• Worship and teaching 

• Breakout discussion 

• Blacklight Dodgeball 

• Indoor Games 

• Board and card games 

• Ice and snow activities (weather permitting) 

• Hot cocoa and snacks 

• Connect with old and new friends 

• And much more!  

The registration cost of Ignite is $90 

if registered by February 1st.  

($110 after February 1st)  

Register at www.otyokwah.org 

 

  



 

 

New Year’s Resolution 
 

Scripture: 

Isaiah 43:18–19 (ESV) 
18 “Remember not the former things, nor 

consider the things of old.  
19 Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it 

springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will 

make a way in the wilderness and rivers in 

the desert. 

 

His: 

With it nearing the end of 2025, my wife has cho-

sen a few passages out of Isaiah and made the 

topic of this month’s devotional, “New Year’s Reso-

lution!” It is enjoyable to write these devotions and 

try to guess what my wife will write about, since I 

do not read her devotion until after I write mine. A 

lot of times they align with each other, but this 

month, I think they may end up being quite a bit 

different. When she told me the topic, I immediate-

ly thought about a conversation I had with friends 

earlier this year. We were discussing promises peo-

ple make, along with promises made to God, and 

how often those promises are broken. Oftentimes 

it is unintentional, as life has a way of throwing us 

curve balls and getting us off track. 

The idea of promises and New Years resolutions 

leaves me thinking about Ecclesiastes 5:4-5, which 

states, “When you vow a vow to God, do not delay 

paying it, for He has no pleasure in fools. Pay what 

you vow. It is better that you should not vow than 

that you should vow and not pay.” Since becoming 

Christian, these two passages and the story of 

Jephthah and his daughter come to mind every 

time I consider making promises. For those that do 

not remember the story of Jephthah, he was a 

judge of Israel who made a foolish vow. He vowed 

that if God gave him victory in an upcoming battle 

against the Ammonites, he would sacrifice whatev-

er first came out of his door when he returned 

home. His daughter excitedly rushed out the door 

to greet her father upon his return. He was devas-

tated, stating what he had vowed to the Lord. After 

two months reprieve, Judges 11:39 states, “she 

returned to her father, who did with her according 

to his vow that he made.” 

Jephthah was wrong for multiple reasons. God did 

not ask or require him to make a vow for the victo-

ry in his upcoming battle. Jephthah did so because 

of his own foolishness. Next, if he did sacrifice his 

daughter, that specifically goes against what God 

forbade in Leviticus 20:1-5. 

As you go into 2026 and make New Year’s resolu-

tions, remember not to make foolish promises 

when it comes to the LORD. Are all promises bad? 

Not at all. Should we avoid making vows to “start 

eating better” or “working out more?” Those are 

good things, as 1 Corinthians tells us, “Your body is 

a temple of the Holy Spirit within you.” Vows and 

oaths are not bad, just do not make them too flip-

pantly. 

To conclude, I imagine my wife will ask a few times 

before 2026 starts, “What are your New Year’s res-

olutions?” I imagine I’ll mention health, as that is 

one of my struggles. My flesh is weak, and I have a 

love for sweets. While it would be foolish to make a 

promise to God to reach a specific health or weight 

goal, knowing how God has blessed me makes it 

easier to submit to His will and rely on His 

strength. Apart from Him, I can do nothing. 

By-  Robert 

 

 

Hers: 
It is a new hour, a new day, and a new year! You 

know what that means, New Year’s Resolutions! 

This is an excellent time for us to reflect on our 

habits and commitments and try to better our-

selves. In fact, the Lord wants us to keep bettering 

ourselves. To paraphrase what is told to us in 

Ephesians 4:22-24, “put off our old self and put on 

the new self, as we are created after the likeness 

of God in true righteousness and holiness.” As I sat 

down to consider my resolutions for this coming 

year, I came up with three ideas to consider. 



 

The first being a reflection on the past year to see 

flaws that we have created for ourselves. We make 

grand plans and attempt them with vigor, at least 

for a week or two! However, how many of us con-

sider that we will never accomplish our goals be-

cause we are relying on our own willpower? We 

need to remember that our goals should be cen-

tered around God’s will, and that God has us in His 

hands.  

Proverbs 16:3 tells us, “Commit to the Lord what-

ever you do, and it will be established; your plans 

will succeed.” 

This is easier said than done! My past goals have 

always dealt with weight, money, housekeeping, 

and reading. As I reflect on those past goals, I am 

realizing I did not center my life and my goals on 

God. Granted, I rely on God’s guidance throughout 

my day-to-day life, but I need to put His will first 

when considering my future goals. To do this, I 

need to focus on the Bible and how scripture re-

lates to my goals. We can find lessons about most 

things if we take the time to look and read God’s 

word. Consider the four past goals I mentioned 

above, what could I have learned had I first went to 

scripture? 

Weight: 1 Corinthians 10:31, “Weather you eat 

or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 

glory of God.” 

 

Money: Proverbs 21:5, “The plans of the dili-

gent lead surely to abundance, but every-

one who is hasty comes only to poverty.” 

 

Housecleaning: 1 Corinthians 14:40, “But all 

things should be done decently and in  

order.” 

 

Reading (Education): Proverbs 18:15, “An  

intelligent heart acquires knowledge, and 

the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.” 

 

Secondly, consider what we are consuming and 

ask ourselves if that aligns with Gods will for our 

lives. For example, if I want to read more but I 

keep reading trashy novels, God is not going to 

support my endeavor. If I read more of the Bible 

and books that enrich my mind and spirit, that 

aligns with His will and my betterment. This does 

not mean I cannot read fiction, but I need to be 

mindful with the type of material I consume. 1 

Thessalonians 5:21 tells us, “but test everything; 

hold fast what is good.” 

My last thought is that we should not wait until  

January 1st to change our lives for the better. To  

paraphrase Lamentations 3:22–23, “Because of 

the Lord’s great love we are not consumed …  

His mercies are new every morning.”  When we 

feel convicted, we should make plans and try to do 

better. In fact, we do not have to wait for a particu-

lar year, day, hour, or minute. I have always fought 

weight issues. I used to have the mindset, “I will try 

to restart tomorrow or next week.” It was not until 

the last few years that I heard someone say, “If you 

mess up a meal, restart the next meal and do not 

wait until tomorrow!” The longer you wait to make 

a difference, the bigger the hole you dig for your-

self. In other words, treat every moment as a 

chance to make a difference. 

So, as you make plans to better your life, keep 

these things in mind: Put God first. Test your reso-

lution to make sure it will make your life better in 

the eyes of God. If you feel convicted, make a reso-

lution at that moment and turn to your Bible for 

help.  

God bless. Tonya 

 

Thoughts to consider: 

† Is God convicting you to make a change? 

† Are you praying and asking for guidance? 

† What does the Bible say about your resolu-

tions? 

† Are you surrendering to God daily and allowing 

Him to guide you? 
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