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Pastor’s Meditation January 2025

Happy New Year to alllll It's 2025, the New Year is here. A time for new beginnings,
resolutions, a new way of doing things and doing life.

For this month’s meditation, | want to talk about Perseverance, a spacecraft called
Perseverance.

Perseverance is a car-sized Mars rover that is designed to explore the Jezero crater on
Mars. Perseverance is a critical part of NASA's Mars 2020 mission. The rover was
manufactured by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory and launched on July 30, 2020.
Confirmation that the rover successfully landed on Mars was received on February 18,
2021. As of December 2024, Perseverance has been active on Mars for 1373 sols
(1,411 Earth days, or roughly 3 years, 10 months and 12 days) since its landing.

What's interesting about all this is that when Perseverance landed on the red planet on
February 18, those monitoring its arrival endured “seven minutes of terror.” As the billion-
dollar spacecraft ended its 292-million-mile journey, it went through a complex landing
procedure it had to do on its own. Signals from Mars to Earth take several minutes, so
NASA couldn’t hear from Perseverance during the landing. Not being in contact was
frightening for the team who had put so much effort and resources into the mission.

Sometimes we experience our own times of fear when we feel we're not hearing from
God. We pray but we don’t get answers. We seek God, but we can’t seem to find Him. We
struggle to connect with God, but it all seems in vain.

In the Bible, we find some people getting answers to prayer quickly (Daniel would be a
great example) and we find those not getting answers for a long time (see Hannah'’s story
in 1 Samuel 1:10-20).

| think the most heartbreaking example of a delayed answer from God, one that struck
terror in the hearts of Mary and Martha, was when they asked Jesus to help their sick
brother Lazarus (John 11:3). Jesus delayed, and their brother died (11:6-7, 14-15). Yet
four days later, Jesus answered by resurrecting Lazarus (11:43-44).

Waiting for answers to prayers can be difficult. It can be difficult, but God will comfort and
help us. Hebrews 4:16 says that we should “approach God’s throne of grace with
confidence, . .. that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”
As we begin the new year, it is my hope that our faith will grow as we learn to wait on God.
As we wait, it will not be terror-filled, but it will be a time of peace and growth in our faith.
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Safety
The Q2 Schedule has been sent out via

N
"C.0.G.\ the Team text thread and is posted in
i«i (' our locker.
Q As always, if you have a conflict try to
afety work out a trade with another Team

member, if you can't let Tim James know

and he will help get it covered.
Safety Team Mandatory Annual Training will be held
on Sunday February 23rd. Right after 2nd service from
12pm to approx. 4pm. Pizza and pop will be provided.
If you are interested in a long-sleeved safety team
shirt let Tim know. Right now there have only been 2
requests and that's not enough to place an order.

Yacht Club

The next Men's Breakfast will be on Saturday January
11, 8:30am at Tim's house. Men the beginning of a
new year is a great time to try this Ministry out if
you've never been to a Men's group event before.
We'll be discussing and preparing for Chili cook off
and talking about our schedule for the rest of 2025.

Junior Church 2025

Junior Church is held during the second service each
Sunday. If you haven’t volunteered to help with Jr.
Church, please consider signing up for 1 month.
Material for teaching Jr. Church will be provided by
Christian Ed or if you have your own teaching materail
you may use that. A sign-up sheet is currently on the
clipboard. Just sign your name by the month that you
would like to teach. If you have any questions, please
Justin Hunt.

Chili Cook

Will be held on Saturday March 15th.

This is open to ANYONE that wants to participate.
Details and sign-up sheets will be on the clipboards

soon. Registration will be at 4:30p with the contest to
begin around 5pm. This is a great night of food and

fellowship plan to come and enjoy!

Ladies Appreciation Dinner Save the Date
This years Ladies Appreciation Dinner will by held on
Saturday May 10th. Details and invitations to come.

WOMEN’s BREAKFAST CLUB!!

1/18/25- Breakfast @ the church, 9am,
come one, come all, Ladies!

2/10/25- Cookie plate assembly for our dear

friends and loved ones who are
home bound; please bring 2 doz.
of your favorite cookies to share!
Share a name of someone you’'d
like to receive cookies!
For those of you who may be
able to help, please come to the
church by 9:15am and meet in the
kitchen/donut area. Thank you!
2/16/25- Pay-to-Eat Breakfast during the
Sunday School hour! Food choices
will be provided by the Breakfast
Club and proceeds (donations) will
be split between our women’s
group and another
church/community need! Always a
good time of fellowship!

Installation of Church Officers: Sunday,

January 12, end of the first service, beginning of the
second.

President: Tim James,

Secretary: Becky Chalfin.

Treasure: Brenda Creeger.

Elders: Jim Dieter, Randy Endinger, Judy Dieter,
Shirley Smith, and Jeff Adams.

Deacons: Amy Miller, Cindy Burnett, Marlene Graber,
Kent Chalfin, Bobbi Edinger, and Heidi Miller.
Trustees: Sandy Stephenson & Brad Bloemer.
Christian Ed Director: Justin Hunt.

Missions secretary: Susan Bloemer.

A HUGE thank you to all who have served this past
year.

IGNITE JR. HIGH WINTER RETREAT

at Otyokwah Camp & Retreat Center
February 21-23, 2025 6th-8th Grade
Experience camp away from the summer!

What are we going to do?

We will enjoy:

* Worship and teaching

* Breakout discussion

* Blacklight Dodgeball

* Indoor Games

Board and card games

Ice and snow activities (weather permitting)
Hot cocoa and snacks

e Connect with old and new friends

* And much more!

Register at https://www.otyokwah.org/ignite-
retreat.ntml
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