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Pastor’s Meditation June 2025 
A happy July to everyone. I hope that your summer is in full swing. Some vaca-

tions and family time has happened. Church Camp is in full swing, and VBS is 

coming soon.  
 

For the meditation this month, I want to talk about John Maynard Keynes, a Brit-

ish economist and philosopher. Keynes passed away in 1946, and his ideas 

changed the theory and practice of macroeconomics and government economic 

policy. Keynes writings are the basis for the school of thought of Keynesian eco-

nomics.  
 

I’ve never been a fan of Keynesian economics because Keynes believed that gov-

ernment monetary policy and intervention can mitigate the adverse effects of re-

cessions and depressions. I believe government intervention will make a reces-

sion or depression worse. When you have a recession or depression, the majority 

of the time they happen because of government policies and intervention.  
 

John Maynard Keynes published an essay in 1930 titled “Economic Possibilities 

for Our Grandchildren” (1930). In it, Keynes blends optimism and caution about 

the future. The heart of the essay revolves around the question, “What will we do 

with all our spare time?”  
 

The reason he asks the question is because Keynes predicted massive productiv-

ity gains from technology and capital in the future. He estimated that by 2030 

(100 years out), living standards in Europe and the U.S. would be 4 to 8 times 

higher than in 1930, enabling humanity to solve “the economic problem” He envi-

sioned a future where a 15‑hour workweek (roughly 3 hours a day) would be 

plausible, thanks to labor-saving technological and economic advances. 
 

It’s been 95 years since Keynes published this essay, and it’s interesting to see 

how things turned out, not like Keynes predicted. Technology, instead of creating 

more leisure, has made us busier than ever. Mobile data phones and the internet 

have made our days full. There’s always something to do, something to learn, 

we’re never out of contact with anyone or anything. Everyday tasks like travel and 

meal preparation take less time, but we’re still in a hurry because we’re never 

away from the information grid. 
 

There’s an incident from David’s life that shows us how to stay steady in life’s 

rush. When David was fleeing King Saul (who was trying to kill him), he asked the 

king of Moab, “Would you let my father and mother come and stay with you until I 

learn what God will do for me?” (1 Samuel 22:3). David had his hands full. He 

was trying to escape Saul’s murderous pursuits and provide for his family. Even 

though David is stressed out and has a lot of things going on, he still took the 

time to wait on God. 
 

When life’s frenetic pace sweeps us along, we need to trust the One who can 

keep us in His peace (Isaiah 26:3), and truly wait on God. David’s words sum up 

the matter well in Psalm 27:14: “Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and 

wait for the Lord.” 



2025 Camp Otyokwah Campers 
Kids love to get mail at camp.  If you would like to 

send a card or a letter to them, here is the ad-

dress:   Camp Otyokwah    

(please list the youth's name) 

3380 Tugend Rd., Butler OH 44822 
 

Jr High 2— June 29, - July 4  

 Brayden Dean  
 Karmen Albert 

Junior 2— July 6-11 

 Allison Harmon 

 Kennedy Carter 

 Londyn Shearin 

 Reese Sanchez-Morten  
 

Discover Jesus at our 5 Day Club!  
July 28, - August 1, 9am-10:45am For 

Pre-K (that are potty trained) through 

youth going into 8th Grade.  Please 

register your youth online—

risingsunfcog.org by June 29th to re-

ceive a FREE t-shirt 

                What is a 5 Day Club? 
Clubs are sponsored by Child Evangelism Fellowship, 

along with FCOG volunteers. Kids will enjoy a week of 

interactive learning the gospel through playing 

games, singing songs, learning Bible verses, and 

snacks.   If you would like more information about 5 

Day Clubs go to www.cefonline.com/

ministries/5dayclub 

 

A Grief Observed, Devotional 
By Robert Theis 
In the book A Grief Observed, C.S. Lewis journals his 

thoughts and feelings regarding the passing of his 

wife. His wife Joy Davidman, who he refers to as “H,” 

passed away after a battle with cancer. While the 

book is a series of short journal entries, it provides a 

raw insight into Lewis’ feelings as he dealt with H’s 

passing. This devotional will address a few of the 

overall themes and topics that Lewis brings up, along 

with some accompanying scripture and additional 

thoughts.  

Let not your hearts be troubled  
 

Scripture:   
John 14:27 (NRSV)  

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I 

do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 

hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.  

 

Thoughts: In Chapter 1, Lewis refers to grief, at 

times, feeling as if he is mildly drunk. He uses a pow-

erful analogy of “sort of invisible blanket between the 

world and me.” He follows this by saying he dreads 

moments of being alone but does not want anyone to 

talk to him. He phrases it as “If only they would talk 

to one another and not to me.” His struggle reminded 

me of a passage in John, and a story from a friend 

who also went through the grief of losing a loved 

one. My friend, during his time of grief, would strug-

gle with being alone. He also struggled much like 

Lewis, not wanting to participate in conversation, but 

wanting to be around others. My friend felt relief 

when he went to a coffee shop to study. He explained 

it as having a “sense of familiarity and acceptance 

yet having the comfort of not being expected to par-

ticipate” in social activities going on around him.  As I 

listened to my friend discuss the comfort he felt at 

the coffee shop, I was reminded of John 14:27. Here, 

the Lord tells us to find peace in Him. Throughout 

scripture, as we see in verse 27, we are not guaran-

teed an absence of trials and tribulations. Instead, 

we are reminded that Jesus’ peace supplies us 

strength and comfort in those times of burden. The 

peace Jesus offers his disciples is not like the peace 

of this world, fleeting and temporary, but His peace is 

everlasting. Jesus says He will give us that peace if 

we are willing to accept it. Through Grace, we are be-

stowed with His love and mercy. Because of His na-

ture, truth and love, we can be confident in the as-

surance that He will not leave us, and we need not 

fear the trials of today or tomorrow.  

Prayer:  
Philippians 4:6-7 has been a staple for me when it 

comes to prayer and finding peace in God. Consider 

journaling, as Lewis did, when you are going through 

anxiety, stress, or grief. God’s Word is truth, so trust 

in Him and let your requests be made known to Him.  

 

Safety Team 
The Q3 Safety Team Schedule is done and 

has been sent out via our text thread and is 

posted in our locker.  If you have a conflict 

please try to work out a trade with another 

team member, if you can't find a trade, let Tim know. 

Upcoming events that we will need to cover are: 
VBS is coming up soon. It is from July 28-Aug. 1. The 

hours are VERY different this year as Christian Ed is 

trying something new. We will need to cover from 

8:45am to 11am on these days.  
Please let Tim know if you can cover 1 or more of 

these days.     THANK YOU! 
 



 

 

Yacht Club 
The July Men's Breakfast will be on Saturday July 

12th back at Tim's house.  
 

Men's Retreat   
The Men's Retreat will be  

     August 15-16-17. 
At Camp Otoykawh near Butler, OH 

(The Mohican area)  Sign-up sheets 

are on the clipboards. Please sign-up soon so we 

can determine how many cabins we will need 

and supplies. This is always an awesome time of 

fellowship, fun and food.   God always blesses us 

on this weekend and we have a great time. 
We will make our final plans at breakfast on Sat-

urday July 12th.  

 

First Church of God—Tailgate Parties 

FCOG Tailgate Partys at Lakota Football Games 
With the success of last years Tailgate party put 

on by our church we have decided to try 2 of 

them this year. The first will be on Friday August 

29th. This is the first home football game of the 

season (once school has actually started) and we 

feel like the weather will still be very summerlike 

which will hopefully mean a lot of people will 

come out for us to interact with. The Second will 

be on October 3rd. This is the Homecoming 

game and again we are hoping for a big crowd 

like last year. The menu will be the same as last 

year for both: 

Sloppy Joes, Walking Tacos, Assorted chips 
Pickles, Assorted Individually wrapped sweet 

treats (Homemade &/or store bought) 
Pop & Water.  We will also be giving away a gift 

bag again with candy, FCOG information and oth-

er items. If you have ideas/suggestions for the 

gift bags let Tim know. We will need donations of 

the food items above and also ground beef to 

make the sloppy joes and walking tacos with. Al-

so candy and other items to go in the gift bags.  
Also, we will need help putting together the gift 

bags and preparing everything we need for the 

event. Once we set a date and time for this, we 

will get the information out to everyone and OF 

COURSE we will need help manning the Tailgate 

Tent, serving the community and getting our 

message out.  

 

Annual Youth Programs Safety Training 
The annual FCOG Youth Programs safety training 

will be help on Sunday, August 24, during the 

Sunday School Hour. This is a combined effort 

between the Christian Education department, 

FCOG Safety Team, and the Ladies Breakfast 

Club. 
This VERY important training is held annually so 

that ANYONE who is involved in or even maybe 

involved in, in any way anyone of the Youth Pro-

grams held by or here at the FCOG. Including but 

not limited to : Sunday School, Jr. Church, KFC, 

VBS, or Youth Group.  This gives the Church the 

chance to let everyone participating/helping with 

one of these programs what the expectations 

are, to review and sign the current expectations 

sheet and what to do in the event of an emergen-

cy. It also gives everyone a chance to ask  

questions about these programs and situations.  
The BEST part is this training is held in conjunc-

tion with the Ladies Breakfast Club Pay to Eat 

Breakfast (donation) Which we all know is  

AWESOME!  
Please plan to attend this training if you are  

involved with or even might be involved with any 

Youth Programs, or if you're hungry... 
 

Women’s Breakfast Club Dates! 
July 19- breakfast or lunch, time/place TBD 
 

August 24- Pay-To-Eat Breakfast (during the  

Sunday School hour), in combination with Safety 

Team and Christian Ed. updates. Breakfast dona-

tions will go towards school lunch programs and 

men’s appreciation meal/games/prizes! 
 

September 21- combined service, cook-out/

church family birthday party, planning with the 

Yacht Club! More info to follow! 
 

October 18- Men’s Appreciation Tailgate 3.0! 

(TTBD).  
 

October 24-26-   

“Edge of the Water” women’s retreat, Vermilion, 

more info to follow, watch for clipboard sign-up.  

Women’s Breakfast Club Future Projects! 
Care Bags for local women’s facilities.  We are 

also collecting supplies to support students in 

our church and community as they prepare  for a 

new school year.  Please place donations in the 

bins that will be located in the “Green room”  # 

E119, this room is on the East side of the build-

ing. Church families in need may pickup supplies 

on Saturday, August 24, any remaining items will 

be donated to local schools.  More detail are on 

the clipboard.  Any way you can help, by donat-

ing, is ALWAYS appreciated! To God be given all 

the thanks and glory! 
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