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Pastor’'s Meditation October 2024

A happy October to all. Football, playoff baseball, and fall is in the air.
Harvest is on the way, and God is good.

For the meditation this month, | want to talk about Ben Malcolmson. He'’s
written a memoir, published in 2018, called “Walk On,” that | would
encourage everyone to check out.

Malcolmson was a student at USC, where he was a student newspaper
reporter for the Daily Trojan. Malcolmson wanted to write a first-person
account of the grueling walk-on process for someone who tried out for the
top-ranked football team. Malcolmson hadn’t played football since the 5th
grade, and he surprised himself and countless others when he got the call
that he had earned a roster spot as a wide receiver on the 2006 Trojans. He
was a non-recruited player who made it on the 2007 Rose Bowl Champion
team.

After joining the football team, Malcolmson’s faith compelled him to find
God’s purpose for him in this unexpected opportunity. Malcolmson tried to
share Jesus, but his teammates’ indifference to discussions of faith made
him discouraged. Ben Malcolmson prayed for direction, and God kept taking
him back to Isaiah 55:11 “My word . . . will accomplish what | desire and
achieve the purpose for which | sent it.”

Inspired by Isaiah’s words, Malcolmson anonymously gave every player on
the team a Bible. Again, he was met with rejection. He felt like he hadn’t
accomplished anything, but years later, Malcolmson learned one player had
read the Bible he’'d been given, and shortly before his tragic death had
demonstrated a relationship with, and hunger for God, who he discovered in
the pages of that Bible.

I’'m guessing that many of us have shared Jesus with a friend or family
member, only to be met with indifference or outright rejection. We need to
remember that even when we don’t see results right away, God’s word and
his truth is powerful. God’s word will accomplish God’s purposes in God’s
way and timing. God’s word always achieves its purposes. We need to
faithfully share God’s word in what we say and do, and have faith that the
Lord will take care of the rest. I
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Lakota Homecoming Football Tailgate

Our Church will be hosting a Tailgate Party at the
October 11th Lakota Football Game. We will have a
tent set up where we will be giving away FREE food,
water, and pop. The goal of this event is to get the
Church's name into the community and show our
community what an open, giving and loving church
family we have. Hopefully folks will ask questions and
want to come check us out on their own. This is the
Homecoming game for Lakota so we are hoping there
will be a big crowd. Along with Food and drink we will
be passing out gift bags to anyone that wants one.
They will have toys, candy, church literature, church
magnet, and maybe some other trinkets. The biggest
way you can help out right now is by giving donations:
Water and Pop—any kind (probably not diet it doesn't
go over very well) Put this in the food storage closet in
the south connector hallway between the lobby and
the gym. Cookies & Rice Krispy treats (see sign-up
sheets on the clipboards) If you would like to donate
money please give it to Tim James or Pastor Paul. We
feel like we are going to need a lot of these items be-
cause it is all going to be FREE and we think there will
be a good turnout. We may need some help prepping
food and supplies on Thursday evening the 10th OR
Friday the 11th during the day. If you can help during
one of these times let Paul or Tim know.

We may also need some help transporting all of our
stuff to the school on Friday afternoon around
3:30pm, setting up, and working the tent and serving
food. Again, if you can help with this contact Paul or
Tim. We are really hoping this event is well received
by the community and maybe we can expand next
year once we've had a chance to evaluate it.

Ole Zim’s Wagon Shed Lunch

October 6th Combined Men's and Ladies Ole Zim's
lunch. If you signed up for this outing a reservation
has been made for you. Please remember that every-

one is responsible for their bill.

Yacht Club

The next Men's breakfast will be on Saturday, October
19th at Tim's house at 8:30am

Safety Team

The Schedule is done and has been sent out on the
S/T text thread and it is also posted in our locker.
The KFC S/T schedule for the entire year is also done
and has been sent out on the S/T text thread and

posted in our locker.

Remember if Lakota or EImwood cancels school for
the day for any reason (fog, snow, ice, cold) then KFC
is canceled, and you obviously don't need to be there.
We /I will try to let you know if this happens, but
sometimes | don't even know.

A HUGE thank you to Jeff Adams for completing the
security camera installations. Church council also ap-
proved the purchase of and we have obtained a tab-
let to view them on. Brad is working on downloading/
installing the proper programs/software on the tablet
so S/T members can view the cameras on the tablet
during services/events. Once Brad gets the tablet set
up the way it needs to be he will train the rest of the
safety committee how to use it and the committee
will train each member during a regular service while
"on duty". The tablet will be stored and locked in our
locker when not in use.

Annual Congregational meeting

FCOG Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on
Sunday, October 20th immediately following the

2nd service. A light lunch will be served.

PLEASE plan to attend this important meeting which

will review the past year's business of the church and
plans for the future.

Pastor Appreciation Sunday-October 27,
we will have carry in breakfast during
the Sunday School hour.
Please bring a dish to share as we
show our appreciation for all Pastor Paul does!

CARE BAGS!!

During the month of October, the Women’s Breakfast
Club will be assembling “care bags” to distribute to
homeless shelters, domestic violence shelters, preg-
nancy centers, etc. Please notice sheets on the clip-
boards that list items needed for the bags. Your dona-
tions are needed and appreciated to make this pro-
ject work! Last year, we were able to deliver a total of
approximately 40 gallon Ziplock bags to two facilities
and larger sized items to a third facility. You all made
that possible!! There will be a clearly marked bin in
the overflow room to place your donations! Thank
you so much in advance!
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Mark your calendars!

Saturday, November 2, is our annual craft show.
The craft show starts at 9am and ends at 4pm.
There will be over 60 different vendors with lots of
cash and carry items. We will have a lunch stand
serving food from 11am-2pm with homemade
soups, sandwiches and desserts. Please mark your
calendar, you won’t want to miss this.

MOVIE DAY

We will have a movie day after church on Oct. 13.
We are having pizza, pop, popcorn, and a prayer
movie.

The movie War Room will be shown and it is a
compelling drama with humor and heart that ex-
plores the power that prayer can have on marriages,
parenting, careers, friendships, and every other area
of our lives.

Please sign up on the clipboards if you are planning
on attending. If you have any questions please con-
tact Michele Stevenson.

Women'’s Breakfast Club dates-
October breakfast/care bag assembly-10/26,
at the church at 9am.
November 16-Men’s Appreciation Meal
Tailgate 2.0; time TBD!
All ladies are invited to join us each month!!

Walking Group -

COME AND GET YOUR EXERCISE ON!
Time, 8:30-9:30am on Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day; cancel if Lakota is closed due to poor weather;
no walking Christmas Eve day/Christmas Day or
New Year’s Eve Day/New Year’s Day, any other holi-
days falling on a Monday, Wednesday or Friday,
church will be open for walking. If there is interest in
walking and interest in being part of a texting group,
please let Brenda Creeger or Sue Smith know in 1st
service and Sherry or Jeff Adams know in 2nd ser-

vice!
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KFC Family Night!

October 30,2024. Parents, join your sons and
daughters for an evening of food, fellowship and fun
for our first Kids for Christ Family Night, of the sea-
son, at FCOG! There will be great activities, such as
minute-to-win-it games, coloring pages, craft, and an
object lesson. Dinner will be served at 5:30pm and
the evening will end by 7pm. Hope to see you
therelll

Trunk or Treat Saturday, October 26, 4-6
(Risingsun Trick or Treat is 5-7pm)
You can decorate a trunk and pass out
- treats in the parking lot or setup in the gym
to pass out treats. People will vote for their
favorite decorated trunk or table area in the
gym. Prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. It's an op-
portunity to meet our neighbors and have fun seeing
all the little ones dressed in costumes. Many people
look forward to seeing our creative ideas in our dec-
orated trunks or tables. Not sure how to decorate ?
Pinterest, Google images, Oriental Trading all have
great ideas. If you have any questions please con-

tact Bobbie or Randy Edinger
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Sunday School

The Christian Education Department here at the
Risingsun First Church of God is blessed with this
opportunity to give some information about our
program.

As part of our department’s function, we try to pro-
vide an edifying experience for everyone that at-
tends. Be it a matter as simple as determining your
grade in school, or just finding the people that really
help you with where you’re at in your faith-walk, we
try to offer a variety of Sunday School classes that
will help you grow in your relationship with Christ.
Our current classes are:

Pre-K through 1st Grade-

Taught by Brenda Weller.

2nd through 4th Grades-

Taught by Michele Stevenson.

5th and 6th Grades currently have no class, but if
the need arises, a class will be formed.

7th through 12th grades-

Taught by Jessica and Justin Hunt.

The Young Adults are taught by Pastor Paul.

God’s Active Believers (GAB) class are the 40ish-
60ish age range, though anyone is welcome. It is led
by Tim James.
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The God is Always Present (GAP) class is dominantly
the 60+ bunch but they are very welcoming to any-
one. It is currently led by Jim Dieter.

During Sunday School and the second service, a
staffed nursery is available for those who just need
that little bit of a break, and we also try to provide a
more targeted learning experience for younger
children (ages 4-10) with Jr. Church during the
sermon time. Our Jr. Church program is taught by
those willing to volunteer their time and efforts, and
we are always looking for those willing to help in this
important ministry that helps build a firm foundation
in Christ. If you are interested in helping in that
program, please reach out to Lou Ann Hoiles or
Justin Hunt.

Your fellow servants of Christ,

The Christian Education Department

The Cocoon

The Cocoon is Wood County's only domestic and sex-
ual violence advocacy center and emergency safe
shelter. Since opening our doors on June 14, 2005,
The Cocoon has assisted more than 8,000 survivors
and their families find the safety, healing, and jus-
tice that they deserve, and our advocates have
walked along side them as they begin their journey
to living lives free from abuse. In 2023, The Cocoon
assisted more than 900 individual survivors and in
July 2024 alone, Cocoon advocates assisted 211
individual survivors from right here in our communi-
ty. Whether a survivor needs emergency safe shel-
ter, community-based services, a listening ear at
3am, or to leave an abusive situation immediately,
The Cocoon is here to help 24/7, 365 days a year. If
you or someone you know would like to talk over op-
tions for leaving an abusive situation or are interest-
ed in learning more about how you can help some-
one in your life who may be experiencing abuse, call
us at 419-373-1730, option #2 or visit our website
at www.thecocoon.org.

We thank Risingsun First Church of God for the con-
tinued financial support that helps us to ensure that
no survivor is left behind.

Kathy Mull, MSW, LSW, Executive Director

LifeWise

We want to give an update on what is happening
at Lakota LifeWise. We understand many of you
were interested in getting the LifeWise program

started at Lakota, and we hope others will join us
as

we are preparing to begin our first year.

We are excited to share that James Dieter, a grad-
uate of Lakota, has been selected to be the first
Program Director for Lakota. The Leadership
Board will consist of Tammy Dean, Heidi Miller, Di-
ana Rumschlag, Jeff Adams and Charise Risner.
Together we will soon be finalizing the location,
transportation, teachers and volunteers for our
first year. We will not begin classes until January 6,
2025, giving us time to carefully pray and plan
what God has put on our heart.

We understand that you indicated you would want
to pray for us as we work to get the class going.
The Director and Board have been working on get-
ting the word out, especially among the Churches,
because we need your prayers and insight. On
September 26th we want to get the Pray Warriors
of Lakota to begin lifting up special prayers on a
daily basis. September 26th is the beginning of
100 days before LifeWise begins at Lakota. We
hope to share an-swered prayers and details
about the upcoming LifeWise class along the way.
We are presently working with the administration
to hold the classes off campus during the lunch
and recess hour, with the grades first through
fourth, each off campus on a separate day, usually
Monday-Thursday. Your part as a “Prayer Warrior”
is essential for the Gospel and Christian character-
istics to be developed in our next generation. We
call you “Prayer Warriors” because we are facing a
war not against protesters or disgruntled neigh-
bors; we will be battling against Satan and all his
demons fighting for the very souls of our youth. We
will use the weapons God has given us His Word,
His Holy Spirit and our fervent prayers. If you
agree, over the 100 days we will send you four dif-
ferent sheets including updates and prayer con-
cerns covering the months leading up to the pro-
gram starting January 6. We will email them to you
through the email address you gave us. If you
would like to

update your email please email
jamesdieter@lifewise.org, including your name and
any changes.

If you feel God is calling you to serve as a volun-
teer, one to four days, we would be glad to share
the possibilities. God bless you as
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you lift LifeWise up in prayer and we witness
God’s hand at work in our community.

P.S. As we are in the process of getting out the
word to our prayer partners, we have determined
the location for the first year. It will be Risingsun
First Church of God, 7968 US Highway 23, Rising-
sun, Ohio, 43457. We are actively recruiting vol-
unteers and staff, whether in the classroom or in-
volved with transportation. Your prayers are truly
appreciated as we develop our team that will be
presenting the Gospel and Biblical character to
students at Lakota. Those interested in serving as
a teacher or driver can go to lifewise.org, find a
school, put in Ohio and then Lakota. There are
two Lakota's, scroll down and click on Sandusky
County Lakota. Hit join the team and apply for any
positions opened. Our biggest need is acquiring
vehicles, whether they be 15 passenger vans or
84 passenger school buses. We will need Chris-
tian drivers with a CDL that will safely transport
our most valuable part of LifeWise, Lakota stu-
dents. Please pray that God will lead the Director
and Leadership Board as we go through the many
steps of getting ready to launch the first year of
LifeWise at Lakota. Pray for God to direct many
people use their time, talents and treasures to
serve with LifeWise as prayer partners, teachers,
drivers, volunteers, or donors. May it all be done

“For His Glory”.
Yours in Christ,
Lakota LifeWise Program Director and Leadership

Board James Dieter Program Director at Lakota
Lifewise, Sandusky County

LifeWise Academy 100 Days of Prayer for a Life-
Wise Launch.

Sept. 26, - Pray for the Holy Spirit to birth a
groundswell of desire for the LifeWise vision to
“reach unchurched public-school students with
the gospel” in our community and across the na-
tion.

Sept. 27, - Pray for wisdom in getting bus(es) that
will meet the needs of students in grades 1-4, to-
tally 266 (Grd.1, 62; Grd. 2, 61, Grd. 3, 67; Grd.4,
76=260)

Sept 28, - Pray for wisdom and flexibility by the
superintendent and Lakota administrators to help
accommodate with adjustments of schedules and

get loaded/unload safely and quickly.

Sept. 29, - Pray for God to provide specific individ-
uals with integrity to handle the financial responsi-
bilities of our program.

Sept. 30, - Pray for wisdom in growing our Com-
munity Interest List and in seeking opportunities
to present the LifeWise vision to your community.

Oct. 1, - Pray for James Dieter, our Program Direct
-tor, to emerge using the gifts and talents God has
given him.

Oct. 2, - Pray for the location God is opening for
us for January 6, 2025.

Oct. 3, - Pray that the students will want to attend
and that parents will give their permission.

Oct. 4, - Ask God specifically to provide the dona-
tions needed to cover start-up costs.

Oct. 5, - Pray that God will provide a capable
group to manage social media account and send
regular news-letters.

Oct. 6, - Pray for God to prepare the hearts and
minds of our Leadership Board members, and
potential teachers and volunteers.

Oct. 7, - Pray for wisdom while researching and
vetting potential facility options for classes.

Oct. 8, - Pray for open doors and a strong, lasting
relationship with your staff. Pray that those rela-

tionships will flourish and that your influence will
expand beyond your imagination.

Oct. 9, - Pray that those with wealth and the abil-
ity to give in abundance will catch the vision and
invest in our LifeWise program.

Oct.10, - Pray for clear and effective interactions
with LifeWise staff in the Support Center as you
seek to align your community with ministry’s vi-
sion.

Oct.11, - Pray for churches in your community to
have the collective heart and patience to work
together for the sake of the gospel, including, but
not limited to, starting a LifeWise Academy.
Oct.12, - Praise God for opening a way for release

time policy at Lakota and a cooperative School
Board.
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Oct.13, - Even at this early stage, pray that the
hearts of Lakota students will be prepared to learn
bibli-cal principles and be open to the gospel.

Oct.14, - Pray that the right people with the right
relationships will join the Kickoff Campaign when
the time comes.

Oct.15,- Pray for protection from opposition within
our community.

Oct.16, - Pray for God’s provision of committed,
consistent volunteers who will handle the many re-
sponsibilities required for LifeWise Academy to
succeed.

Oct.17,- Pray for the hearts of those who currently
own/or steward the ideal location for classes

throughout the nation.

Oct.18, - Pray for interactions with community
members and school district staff to be character-
ized by excellence and warmth.

Oct.19, - Pray that God will prompt a heart of gen-
erosity in the local churches, businesses and indi-
viduals who will give to the local program.

Oct.20, - Pray for the formation of a regular prayer
team consisting of individuals who are committed
to the LifeWise vision.

Hola again!

I’'m back to leading a brand new group for 3 months in
Costa Rica! We arrived about 2 weeks ago and have
been nonstop ever since. We have been spilt up and
welcomed into our new host families here in San Jose.
We are took a brief Spanish course for 2 weeks before

we move out to the Talamanca.

It's been such a joy to be back! | have a different mama
tica this time and she is wonderful. Her name is Rosie
and she is a widow. She has two sisters and they are
all very close. We mostly talk at breakfast and dinner
but occasionally go on 5am walks or shopping together.
She is an amazing cook and | feel like | am treated like
a queen when she serves me food. She has such a car-
ing and tender heart. We bond the most while we
watch the news or Spanish game shows. I'm so grateful
to be her guest while | stay in San Jose.

At the language school, I've been placed with a very
kind and patient teacher named Vanesa. She’s awe-
some. It’s so fun to be challenged to grow and perfect
my Spanish fluency. I'm hoping these two weeks will
help as | have to communicate a lot with our communi-
ty partners and host families in the Talamanca who on-

ly know Spanish. I've noticed that I'm a little rusty, but
it's all being refreshed and kind of like riding a bike.

Being in San Jose and with this new group that doesn’t
speak much Spanish has been opening my eyes to a
new understanding of cross cultural relationships.
When you lack one thing, there has to be something
else that will compensate. For example, when you are
blind, your sense of hearing and touch heightens. You
can feel vibrations and hear whispers even better be-
cause you are making up for the fact that your other
sense is not functioning. Similarly, when we can’'t com-
municate by speaking, our actions will become ampli-
fied to another person. And their actions will seem am-
plified as well. That’s how | would describe living with a
language barrier.

There are positives and negatives to things like there
are all things on earth. A positive is that it teaches us
the true importance of how our actions speak. How we
carry ourselves matter. How we do things matter. And
of course a negative is that miss communications can
happen way more often.

Not everyone gets to have this type of experience.
Quite frankly, not many people are brave enough to
step outside of that comfort. We are always striving to
hold on to what is easy. It's human nature. We would
rather have life simple and easy. When you learn about
Jesus and his life, nothing was easy for him. Yet how
did he have so much peace and joy? It’s because he
had a relationship with his father in heaven. He had a
relationship with God the father. Jesus walked that nar-
row road that leads to life so that way we can too. God
desires a relationship with us, and it’s not going to be
easy for us to have when the world wants to offer quick
gratification and pleasure. Although it’s the kind that
doesn’t last, there is going to be things of the world
drawing us in that create a divide between us and
God.

| am always amazed at the team members that coura-
geously step out of their comfort zones by coming on
these trips. Going through this drastic change is diffi-
cult. Living with someone that doesn’t speak your lan-
guage is difficult. And it’s difficult to see such differ-
ences and still realize that God loves them just the
same. That takes a lot of faith that God is with us al-
ways, just as he says countless times in the Bible.

We are currently on our way to Shiroles which is where
we will be living for the next 8ish weeks. I'm excited for
how God continues to teach us in another step out of
our comfort zone. Keep our team in your prayers for
safety, health, and to form sweet relationships with the
people on the Talamanca.

iPura vida!
Jessica Davies
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