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Pastor’s Meditation October 2025

A Happy October to everyone. Fall is in the air, football is in full swing, harvest is on
the horizon, and the days are getting shorter.

For this month’s mediation, I'm not doing anything about fall, Halloween or foot-
ball. Instead, I’'m writing about something | know nothing about, sewing. I’'m not
really going to write about that skill, but the fact that | learned this summer there is
a Sewing Hall of Fame. Who would have thought?

The Sewing Hall of Fame is an honor awarded by the American Sewing Guild (ASG)
to recognize individuals who have made lasting contributions to the home sewing
industry.

It was established in 2001 and each year inductees are recognized during the ASG
National Conference. The conference is held virtually, originating out of the offices
of the ASG in Houston, Texas. Honorees are people that are sewing educators, au-
thors, designers, entrepreneurs, and innovators who have influenced the craft,
business, and culture of sewing in some significant way.

Some past inductees include:

Nancy Zieman - host of Sewing with Nancy, pioneer of sewing education on
television.

Martha Pullen - known for heirloom sewing and sewing publications.

Betty Pillsbury - expert in crazy quilting and handwork.

Sandra Betzina - Vogue sewing pattern designer and author.

Eleanor Burns - influential quilt designer and teacher.

I had no idea who these ladies are, and if I'm honest, | really don’t care. | appreci-
ate that these ladies have made an impact with sewing, because I like clothes,
sheets, anything made out of fabric that | can wear or use in my life. I've learned
that people that are really into sewing know these ladies like | know Babe Ruth or
Gordie Howe. If I'm looking for a Hall of Fame, give me Cooperstown New York,
Canton Ohio, Toronto Canada, etc. The Sewing Hall of Fame, I'm glad these ladies
are honored, but I'll pass.

The Sewing Hall of Fame is a twenty-first-century invention, but if it had been
around during the first century in Israel, | think a woman named Tabitha might
have been a lock for induction. Tabitha was a follower of Jesus and a seamstress
who spent a lot of time sewing for poor widows in her community (Acts 9:36,39).
After she became ill and died, disciples sent for Peter to see if God would work a
miracle through him to help Tabitha. When he arrived, grieving widows showed
him robes and other clothing that Tabitha had made for them (9:39). These
clothes were evidence of her “always doing good” for the poor in her city (9:36).
By God’s power, Tabitha was restored to life.

Continued on page 2




| write this because the Sewing Hall of Fame and Ta-
bitha are examples of how God calls and equips us to
use our skills to meet needs that are in our area, and
our world. We can all do something, we’re all pas-
sionate about something, and it's amazing what the
power of God can do through those things. Give your
skills to the service of Jesus and see how He'll use
our acts of love to stitch hearts and lives together
(Ephesians 4:16).

Safety Team

_— The Q4 schedule is out. It was sent via the
("-S-QGA team text threads and is posted in the
/ @ \ team locker. If you have a conflict, please
‘\§ try to find a substitute/trade. If you can not
N please let Tim know.
The KFC Schedule has also been filled. It
was sent out via the team thread and posted on our

locker door as well
THANK YOU!

Yacht Club

Next Breakfast—Saturday, October 11, 8:30am at
Tim's house.

— Men's Retreat 2026
Men mark your calendars, Next year's retreat will be
the weekend of Sept. 25-27.

FCOG Lakota Football Tailgate Party
Please note— DATE CHANGE!

(was October 3rd now October 10th)
The menu will be the same:
Sloppy Joes, Walking Tacos, Assorted chips, Pickles
Assorted Individually wrapped sweet treats
(Homemade &/or store bought) Pop & Water
We have everything we need as far as donations
EXCEPT Sweet Treats either homemade (individually
wrapped) or store bought.
If you can donate some of these items, please have
them to the church by 3:00pm on Friday, October 10.
We are moving our load up and set up time just a lit-
tle bit in the hope that we can get a little bit better
set up spot. Please meet at the church at 3:00pm on
Friday Oct. 10th. We will get loaded up and head to
the high school to get set up.

Ministries Review Surveys

Sunday, September 28, is that last day to complete
and turn in your survey. Your feedback is very im-
portant please turn your survey in.

Congregational Meeting

Sunday, October 19, immediately following sec-
ond service. Your participation is very important.
Please plan to attend

Women'’s Breakfast Club Dates!
October 4- breakfast @ church, 9am!

October 18- Men’s Appreciation Event,

Tailgate 3.0! Lunch served at 12 noon,
OSU/Wisconsin game time TBD, but

it will be game time somewhere! Come

and enjoy great game day food, a variety of other
types of games and wonderful

fellowship! RSVP’s due by 10/5!!

November 22- breakfast @ church, 9am!
December breakfast- TBD!

Yet TBD- Assembly of “care bags”!

Donations accepted through 10/5!

Please note list of ideas on clipboards!

Place items in the storage bin located

in the overflow room! Many items have

been donated and continue to come in!
THANK YOU!!

Stay tuned, as well, for a combined
Yacht Club/Women'’s Breakfast Club
holiday event! Have any ideas?...
Please share with Sherry Adams and/or
Tim James!

Other events/dates on the table for 2026
discussion!

Pay-To-Eat Breakfasts! (Donation)

Cookie boxes for our friends in care facilities!
Spaghetti Lunch (donation) or something
similar...our ladies have good ideas!

KITCHEN HOUSEKEEPING!!

Are you missing a baking dish, a casserole
container or cake pan?? Please come

into the kitchen and check out the
collection of the aforementioned!

You may find yours!

Also, your contributions of containers

for leftovers are very much appreciated




and are certainly used! Please donate
containers with matching lids and
please make sure containers are clean!
Thank you so much!!

THANK YOU

Many, many thanks to anyone and everyone
who contributed, in any way, to the success
of our September 21 combined service and
cook-out birthday party!! So much fun!
Congratulations to Abigail, Anthony and
Adam! May God continue to bless you in big
and small ways!!

Trunk or Treat
Saturday, October 25, 4-6pm

You can decorate a trunk and pass out treats
in the parking lot or setup in the gym to pass
out treats. People will
vote for their favorite dec-
orated trunk or table area
in the gym. Prizes
for

1st, 2nd, and 3rd place.
It’'s an opportunity to
meet our neighbors

and have fun seeing all the little ones
dressed in costumes. Many people look for-
ward to seeing our creative ideas in our dec-
orated trunks or tables. Not sure how to dec-
orate ? Pinterest, Google images, Oriental
Trading all have great ideas.

If you have any questions please contact
Bobbie or Randy Edinger

First Church of God

KFC Family Night!

Wednesday, October 29th.
Parents, join your sons and daughters for an
evening of food, fellowship, fun games, and
an object lesson for our first Kids for Christ
Family Night, of the season. Dinner will be
served at 5:30pm and the evening will end
by 7pm. Hope to see you there!!!

Great Lakes Conference
Prayer & Fasting

As you have by now heard, we are in the midst of
much growth in certain areas. We also have sev-
eral new works beginning, including the planting
of three churches, two reboots, a possible Chris-
tian school, new fundraising programs, and all of
the usual business to conduct. Furthermore, our
nation is very divided, and the crisis point is
looming above us causing us to wonder how it
will resolve; we want to pray that Jesus resolves
the issue through the personal salvation of mil-
lions of people. The Kingdom of God is the only
way forward for our world.

To that end, we want to invite each of you to
pray and fast with us on October 15, 16, 17.
Please fast and pray as you are able at least for
breakfast and lunch but consider also if you are
able for the entire time.

like to create a 72-hour prayer
chain in 30-minute increments.
Scan QR code to signup.
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 Pastor Appreciation Sunday-October 26, ©
we will have carry in breakfast during
the Sunday School hour.
Please bring a dish to share as we
show our appreciation for Pastor Paul.
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> November 1, 2025

9am-4pm
At First Church of God.
7968 US 23, Risingsun

Lunch stand flam-Opm




His and Her Devotional:

My wife and | have been studying scripture together
for the past few years and enjoying our differing
viewpoints. We recently started looking for a daily or
weekly devotional and my wife suggested we make a
“His and Her Devotional.” | hope this recent entry

benefits your walk with Christ. God bless.

Love Your Enemies

Luke 6:27-28 (ESV)

27 “But | say to you who hear, Love your ene-
mies, do good to those who hate you,

28 bless those who curse you, pray for those
who abuse you.

HIS:

Today’s passages fall under the heading “love
your enemies.” These passages from Luke, along
with many others, have been on my mind this past
month. At the time of writing this, it has been one
month since the horrific murder of Iryna Zarutska
and 11 days since Charlie Kirk was assassinated.
Many prayers have been prayed for Iryna and
Charlie’s families and friends. When tragic events
like this happen, these passages in Luke serve to
remind me how important it is to pray for those
affected by such evil. They are also important for
telling us to pray for those who are doing that evil!

Oftentimes, that last part is easier said than done.

| had the privilege of speaking to a group about
The Lord’s Prayer a while back. The Lord’s Prayer
as told in Luke is Jesus’ answer to the apostles
asking Him how to pray. If | am honest, Luke 11:4
scares me. The part that reads “forgive us our
sins, as we ourselves forgive everyone who is in-
debted to us” often stops me in my tracks. We
have all had people in our lives that show hate,
that are abusive, that antagonize, and that are not
“nice.” When | read Luke 11:4, | am reminded of
those people in my life, but I'm also reminded of
the man who stabbed an innocent woman on the
train and the man who assassinated an apologist |
enjoy watching, and | think “I hold hate in my
heart for them.” If | pray as the Lord tells His apos-
tles, | am asking the Lord to forgive ME like | for-

give THEM. Am | forgiving them?
My fear does not last long, because as | think

about Luke 11:4, | also think about Philippians
4:6-7. These two passages in Philippians are often

the light which points me back to Christ during my
moments of darkness. Those two passages read:

Philippians 4:6-7 (ESV)

6 do not be anxious about anything, but in every-
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God.

7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all un-
derstanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.

When we worry, when we fear, it is a subtle form
of distrust in God. Not a shaking of one’s faith, or
a doubt in God’s goodness level of distrust, but a
subtle way of saying “This worry | have is beyond
what God will fix.” When | have hatred in my heart,
| often look inward and think | have the answer of
how to “fix” it. This leads me to realize | do not
know how to forgive. | go on to worry, “If | do not
know how to forgive, does that mean God will not
forgive me?” Philippians 4 is the scriptural remind-
er for all of us that we are NOT required to under-
stand how God will fix things, it is only on us to

TRUST.

God knows our hearts, and He is faithful and just
to forgive us when we confess our sins. The Apos-
tle Paul tells us in Philippians that we are to make
our requests known to God, and His peace will
guard our hearts. This peace surpasses our under-
standing. It is not on us to worry or understand
how God will fix the situation, but it is on us to give
IT over to God. That “IT,” in the situation above, is
the hate | hold in my heart. We are called NOT to
hate, and when we do not know how to let go of
that hate, make that known to God. Humble your-
self and admit to God, “I am broken, but | trust in
you. Please fix me.” When we humble ourselves
before God and submit to His will, He gives us

peace we are unable to achieve otherwise.

So, to wrap up, | struggle with showing love and
praying for those who commit evil acts like those
that happened this past month. When | see peo-
ple cheer those evil acts, the struggle becomes
even more difficult. ’'m then reminded that Jesus,
while being persecuted, beaten, and hung, loved
those who were persecuting Him. He went through
that so we may have life, and He will guard us and
bring us peace if we give those burdens over to
Him.

God bless, Robert Theis



HER:

It has been a long minute since Robert, and |
have written a devotional. Robert became busy
due to his ministry and seminary schedule. We
were going to revive our devotional with a more
“pet-centered” topic, but with the death of Charlie
Kirk, | asked if we could focus on Luke 6:27-28.

| feel saddened for our country and for Kirk’s
family.

| also feel ashamed with the way some of the
country has responded. | feel fear because of the
blatant disregard for human life some people
have. This leaves me questioning where does our

country go from here?

| have been praying for the country and for the
family of Charlie Kirk, and for all those affected by
his death. However, it was my husband who re-
minded me that Jesus calls us to pray for those
who cause harm. So, | prayed for those who
caused his death and for those taking joy in his
passing. | pray for the shooter. | pray for those
who were close to the shooter. | pray for those

celebrating his actions.

| do not do this due to weakness; | do this be-
cause that is what Christians are called to do. Ill
admit, do not understand how to show love to
those who are all filled with hate against me, but

God asks us to pray for them.

The act of my praying may not have an influence
on them and their hearts, since they need to

make peace with God, but scripture tells us hate
can poison the soul. Christians pray to bring their
relationship closer to God, and to relieve the pain

they feel in their hearts, minds and bodies.

Vengeance is mine sayeth the Lord. | shall put my
Faith in the Lord, and | feel prayer is a good way
to uphold that Christian value, which is needed

today.

This does not mean people should get away with
crime and murder. Criminals should have lawful
and just consequences for their actions. However,
the Lord says we must confess our sins and live
by love. Therefore, we are called to guard our-
selves but respond with love when confronted by

those who are lost in their hate.

Your challenge for this week:
Pray for those who anger you. That prayer may be

little more than an acknowledgement to God that
you do not know how to pray for them, but de-
spite your lack of understanding, you are trusting
in His wisdom and His understanding. God knows
your heart and will bring you peace when you
make your requests known to Him.

By Tonya Theis

Heartbeat
Annual Fundraising Banquet.

This special evening will take place on Tuesday
October 14th from 6:00 to 8:00 pm, at Ole Zim’s
Wagon Shed, 1375 OH-590, Gibsonburg, and
we’re honored to welcome Christian recording art-
ist Mark Schultz as our guest speaker. Mark will
be sharing his powerful personal story of faith,
family, and hope — a message we believe will

deeply resonate with your congregation.

Our center serves women and families with the
love of Jesus in our community by providing:

Material assistance for new moms and families
Father Factor: Male mentorship program

Parenting classes

SRA (Sexual Risk Avoidance) programs in local
schools

Juniper Glory and H.E.A.R.T: Infant loss and
abortion recovery support

This banquet is our largest fundraiser of the year,
and its success is vital to sustaining these
life-affirming services.

Heartbeat locations: Fremont, Tiffin & Fostoria

*\HOPE

ENTER

Annual Fundraising Banquet
October 14,, 2024. 6-8pm

Featurlng RSVP online or HERE
Mark Shultz =173 [=]
: 2
4*
Thank you for making a difference E [

by being a friend of Heartbeat!
https://www.friendsotheartbeat.org/
"We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.”
Hebrews 6:19
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